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Welcome to Lent 2020; here we go!

Wasn’t it just Christmas? Seems like
it for sure, but this weekend we
begin our annual penitential season.

Think of it as spiritual Spring Train-
ing. Each spring baseball players
(many of whom have been playing
baseball since they were young chil-
dren) show up and return to the
basic fundamentals of the game —
field the ball, hit the ball, run the
bases.

We, too, as committed Christian
disciples, show up and return to the
basics of prayer, fasting, and alms-
giving. Many of us use Lent as a
time to address an area of our life
that has grown lax. We sometimes
say things like, “I want to do a better
job this Lent of ...” Fill in the blank.

Let me offer a slight twist for Lent.
Instead of what we are DOING, let’s
get focused on our BEING. Who are
we becoming as human persons?
We run the risk of turning Lent into
more stuff WE have to get done,
instead of allowing Jesus to do some
interior cleansing in our hearts.

Those of you who regularly hear my
homilies know I often refer to the
heart. In biblical language, the heart
is the core of our person; our being.
And what is going on inside us mat-
ters ... big time! Lent is a season to
allow purification to take place, and
we must open ourselves up to what
God desires to give us. We must
yearn to receive from God, who
longs to simply love you where you
are, but also lead you to places you
can’t get on your own power.

The Enemy (the murderer and father
of lies) wants nothing more than to

Fr. Bob's
Weekly Blog

foment doubt and confusion. Our first
reading this weekend from Genesis re-
minds us of the sly serpent’s tactics. This
Enemy seeks to sever our relationship
with God and with one another. Who do
you think is behind so much of the chaos
in the world? I know. I know. This mur-
derer and father of lies also has plenty of
human cooperation; those he has suc-
ceeded in convincing God is our compet-
itor and we, too, if we so desire, can be
like gods.

Lent is a time to check our deepest de-
sires. What do you long for? Go beyond
your wants and needs. What is your
deepest desire? And who or what can
satisfy that hunger? That thirst?

Many people think Lent is a time to go
searching for God again, but the reality
of it all is that it is a time to allow God to
find us where we are (be honest about
where you are right now) and let him
show us -- more clearly than ever -- the
way and the truth and the life.

Mission Mission Mission

We are encouraged to attend this year’s
2020 Lenten Mission hosted by St. Sym-
phorosa.

The three-day Mission will take place
March 2, 3 & 4 and begin each evening
at 7 PM inside St. Symphorosa’s main
church. I have been invited to be the Mis-
sion speaker this year, and [ am certainly
honored to spend some time with the
Lord and with each other, as we open our
minds and hearts to God’s amazing
grace.

The Tuesday, March 3™ session, will in-
clude time for celebrating the Sacrament
of Reconciliation. Please take advantage
of the healing grace made available in
Confession. Whether it’s been one month

or 20 years since your last confes-
sion, the Lord awaits your sorrowful
contrition (I’m sorry) so as to give
you His beautiful mercy.

Expressing Gratitude

Occasionally we just need to say
THANK YOU! Who do you mean,
Fr. Bob? Let’s start with YOU read-
ing this bulletin right now. Thank
you for being a part of St. Rene, or
for joining us this weekend.

You are here to worship and to be
sanctified. Together, we say thanks!

Also, thank you to so many who do
the little “this” and “thats” around
our parish. No Catholic parish should
ever become dependent on one per-
son. So many of you care about your
spiritual home. I’ve experienced it,
even when it comes across as a little
too concerned.

Whether you are giving your time, or
your treasure, or your talent, we ap-
preciate your gift and we THANK
YOU for being YOU. When you
give from the heart, even if it resem-
bles the two small coins of the wid-
ow’s mite, you have given your all,
and the Lord knows it.

Favorite Quote of the Week
“Nothing would be done at all,
if a person waited until he could
do it so well that no one could
find fault with it.” — St. John
Henry Newman.
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Lenten MlSSlon “The Lord, your God, shall you worship

and him alone shall you serve.”

March 2nd, 3rd and 4th e 4:10
7:00pm

Speaker: Fr. Bob Regan

St. Symphorosa Parish
62nd & Austin Ave.

Lenten Regulations

The rules for fasting and abstinence in the
United States are: Every person 18 years or
older must abstain from meat (and items
made with meat) on Ash Wednesday, Good

day, and all the Frid f . CTA ¥ <
F esson botween the age of &CZLdEsVSW STATION ROSS

(beginning of 60th year) must fast on Ash Every Friday at 7-'00Pm
Wednesday and Good Friday.

The BHoly Peek Choir

|n order to make Ho]g Week the most beautiful celebration of the year, | would like to invite everyone tojoin in
with the Adult Choir to sing during r"loly Week. Are you someone who likes to sing, buthas never been asked to
Join our choir? T his may be the Per(:ect oPPortunity for you! H:gou would like to sing in the choir for Holg Week,

| want to extend, for this uPcoming | enten season, the invitation to Par’cicipate in this sPecial

31]‘ - choir.
PR
Rehearsals for the Holy Week choir will be held each Tucséag at 7pm in the Church. Just

show up and be rcaclg to learn some of the most beautiful music of our tradition.

4 St. Rene Altar & Rosary
f Society

The World Day of Prayer 2020 will be
held on Friday, March 6, at St. Dan-
iel’s Church hall at 10:00am. Coffee
and refreshments will precede the ser-
= vice at 9:30am.

5 The members will meet on
Tuesday, March 2, in the

church narthex at 1:00pm. The women of Zimbabwe have chosen John 5:2-9 as their
theme for World Day of Prayer 2020, with a focus on peace
Doors are open at 12:30 and guests are wel- and reconciliation. “Rise Take Your Mat and Walk”.

come. The game Left, Right and Center will be Tickets may be obtained at St. Rene Rectory or call Maria at

played during the social hour. 773-586-4378. The ticket donation of $1.00 is used to offset
expenses.
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This week we will once again present a Question & An-
swer format in the Our Catholic Faith section of the bulle-
tin as an informative update in the Renew My Church
process that involves St. Rene Goupil and St. Symphorosa
uniting to form a new parish.

Question #1 — Will this unification of the two parishes
with two worship sites affect the current Mass times?

Answer — Yes! Between the two parishes right now, we
have a total of eight (8) Masses — four Masses at each par-
ish. We can anticipate a re-structuring of Mass number
and Mass time. This will be discussed by parish leader-
ship in the coming months. Nothing has been decided at
this point.

Because there will be occasions when ONE priest needs
to cover ALL the Masses on a given weekend, he will
need to be able to commute between the two locations (8
minute drive legally, 5 minutes illegally). We cannot have
two Masses at the same time, and must allow for breath-
ing space between the Masses.

We realize everyone has their “preferred” Mass time, and
that any change to a Mass schedule causes frustration. We
also have to live with realistic parameters that are for the
good of the whole, not just some parts.

My dream would be that in five years, we need eight
Masses again because on Sundays the pews are filled to
capacity; that so many people rediscover the beauty of the
Mass and realize the supernatural power of the Eucharist.
Jesus didn’t give us the Mass to make us feel burdened by
a Sunday obligation. The Lord gave us the Eucharist as
PURE GIFT to nourish our soul. And we come to say
“Thank You!”

Question #2 — Will the newly-formed parish have a new
name?

Answer — Yes! But what the new name is will be open for
input in the coming months, and might not be decided
until AFTER July 1, 2020. The option to simply combine
the two parish names into one -- St. Symphorosa/St. Rene
-- is certainly one possibility, although quite a mouthful to
say.

] ) “Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
% our cathO’,c Fa,th tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father |
By Fr. Bob Regan

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 3
: them to observe all that I have commanded
: you; and behold, I am with you always, to the
. close of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20

Another option is to introduce an entirely new name. A
recent example took place at St. Jane de Chantel. With the
closure of St. Camillus and their joining of St. Jane, the
newly-formed parish decided on St. Faustina.

Please note: Regardless of the official parish name
change, the two campus sites will retain their original
name. The parish location at 64™ and New England will
be the St. Rene campus. The parish location at 62" and
Austin will be the St. Symphorosa campus. If a funeral
home were to call the parish office to schedule a funeral
Mass, we’d ask them, “At which location?” And the fami-
ly would mention either the St. Rene campus or the St.
Sym’s campus, but the overall parish herself could have a
new name. Stay tuned!

Question #3 — Why is there a vocation issue in the
Church today?

Answer — Because there is a faith issue in our society. No
doubt God still calls men and women to specific religious
vocations, and there are some dynamic young folks hear-
ing the call today and answering the call. The inspiring
story of the Franciscans of the Eucharist is a perfect ex-
ample of what can happen.

This religious order accepted the challenge to move into
the old Our Lady of the Angels property at Hamlin Ave.
and lowa St. in the Garfield Park area. This is the site of
the tragic school fire in the 1950’s. Today it is the home
for Fr. Bob Lombardo, 10 nuns (all under 40) and a reli-
gious brother. They do wonderful ministry in a tough area
of the city.

More specifically, we need good, faith-filled young men
to not only hear the call to the priesthood but to actually
discern the call, and if truly called by God, to answer this
call. Also, young men and women discerning a call need
the love and support of their respective families and their
parishes.

We can do much more in our parish to foster vocations
and to support vocations, but this begins by praying for
specific men and women to hear God’s call amidst so
much societal noise and distraction.

Vocations begin AT HOME!
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Faith Formation Office
(773) 229-8523

Coordinator:
Peg Siebenaler

Email: strenefaithformation@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS:

3/01: Family Mass 9:30am.
3/04: Classes for All Levels.
3/08: Family Mass 9:30am.
3/11: Classes for All Levels.

Students present their Jesus Projects.
3/14: 8th Grade Retreat (St. Sym’s)
3/15: Family Mass 9:30am.
3/18: Classes for All Levels,

Students present their Jesus Projects.
3/22: Family Mass 9:30am.

Jesus Projects on Display.
3/25: Classes for All Levels.
3/29: Family Mass 9:30am

3 Lenten Outreach
%3»:\:7 \ W;flw, Our Faith Formation stu-

dents invite all of our pa-
rishioners to participate in
our Lenten Outreach project.
All levels will be donating
Children’s Easter Basket
items for the local shelters and agencies we ser-
vice. Donations can be dropped off in the Narthex
of the Church when attending mass. Please note,
we can always use empty Easter Baskets and the
cellophane bags to wrap the baskets, after we fill
them. For more information, feel free to call the
Faith Formation Office. Maly God bless you and
your dear families during this Holy Season of
Lent. The 2020 St. Rene Confirmandi will take part
in assembling the Easter Baskets and earn service
hours for their upcoming Confirmation on May 8.

Els .

Confirmation Retreat

St. Syms welcomes our St. Rene Con-
frmandi to a Spirit Day Retreat on Sat-
urday, March 14th at 1pm. The day will
conclude with a 5pm Mass. We invite
all families to join our Confirmation
Candidates for this special mass. (This
mass will fulfill your Sunday obligation.)

Be assured of our prayers as you continue the journey
toward Confirmation on May 8th.

Jesus Projects

This year, our students in levels Five,
Six and Seven are focusing on the per-
son of Jesus in the Gospels. These
students will be using some creative
art form to depict a Jesus story of
their choice. Their projects will be on
display for viewing by our parish com-
munity in March.

Pictured above are Y/, < Zidu
some of our Faith Formation students 3 NE72N,
who are “preparing for Lent”. '

LENT
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| Mass Intentions = L.

FOR THE WEEK €Nl

Saturday, February 29, 2020
4:00pm—Stephanie Adam (Family)
4:00pm—Evelyn Dober (Altar & Rosary Society)
4:00pm—Edward Gerlick (Gerlick Family)

Sunday, March 1, 2020
7:30am—Ronald DeVitto (Family)

9:30am—Raymond Sutkowski (Edna Bazik)

9:30am—James Koffend (Marie Zilka)

9:30am—-Blessings for Zachary T. White (Zamudio
Family)

11:30am—Michael Rizzo (Family)
11:30am—Thomas Murray (Family)

Monday, March 2, 2020
8:00am—Raymond Sutkowski (Tammy & Jeff Sheffler)

Tuesday, March 3, 2020
8:00am—Altar & Rosary Members (A & R Society)

Wednesday, March 4, 2020
8:00am—~Phillip O’'Brien (Family)

Thursday, March 5, 2020
8:00am—William Bulster (Marie Zilka)

Friday, March 6, 2020
8:00am—Thomas E. Murray (Family)

Saturday, March 7, 2020
8:00am—Raymond Sutkowski (John Sutkowski Family)

4:00pm—Janet Szponer (Donna Szponer)
4:00pm—James Koffend (Judy Carranza)

Sunday, March 8, 2020
7:30am—Thomas Saucedo (Family)

9:30am—Emma Morales (Zamudio Family)
9:30am—Lucille Salamendo (Terri & Dan Domarsky)

11:30am—~Francis Calderon—Paco (Family)

Robert Hilbruner
Rose Ann Lindsay
Marge Masunas
Lori McCarthy
Kenneth Milewski

“S“PRAY

FOR THE SICK

Martin Adelsbach R Wri]lliﬁmPNita .
Judy Adelsbach 3(3 e eh F\:(_agarl
Larry Adkins Edw(gl?c(ie FI)?obtla(;(tason
Guadalupe Almendarez Judith Siwek

Elizabeth Bedran Jeanne Schmitz

Carl Bell .
Joanne Bukowiecki '\S/"C:;rd _ITaI'I'O:
Gina Camp andra lallo

Scott Tloczek
Shirley Tloczek
Joan Wilhelmy
Richard Zaleski

Dominic Ciampaglia
Margaret Ciampaglia
Mitchell Gallas
Geri Gestaut

Super Bingo/Raffle
March 8, 2020
Doors open at 12:30
Games begin at 1:30
$20/Person

Sunday, March 8, 2020

Altar & Rosary Society
Cleaning Schedule

March 6/7, 2020
Marie Zilka

February 22/23, 2020 Offering

Total envelopes $3,338.00
Total loose cash $ 755.00
Total Sunday Giving $4,093.00

Thank you for your generostty!
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Parish Staff
Rev. Bob Regan
Pastor

Rev. Peter Paurazas
Pastor Emeritus

Karen Hoogland
Businesss Manager

Peg Siebenaler
Faith Formation

Irene Perconti
Administrative Assistant

Steve Kittler
Director of Music

Joanne Tishka
Bulletin Coordinator

Stanley Silacz
Maintenance Supervisor

Daily Masses
Monday - Saturday at 8:00am

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday at 4:00pm
(Confessions from 3:15 - 3:45pm)

Sunday
7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Saturday
9:00am - 3:00pm

Parish Office
6949 West 63rd Place
Phone (773) 229-8523

Email
office@strenegoupil.org

Website
www.strenegoupil.org

Baptism

First Sunday of the month or during
weekend Mass. Parent preparation
class required. Contact the Parish Of-
fice at (773) 229-8523 to register.

Marriage

Saturday afternoons at 12:30pm or ~
2:00pm. Please call Fr. Bob at least 6 [#
months in advance to make arrange-

ments.

Reconciliation/Confession
Saturdays from 3:15—3:45pm or in the Parish Office by appointment.

Anointing of the Sick

Please call the Parish Office at (773) 229-8523 for a family member who is
seriously ill.

Communion for the Sick and Homebound

Ministers of Care are available to bring Communion to the homebound. Please
call the Parish Office to make arrangements.

Due to privacy regulations, hospitals can no longer contact the parish without
family consent. Please contact the Parish Office when you or a loved one would
like a visit or to be added to the prayer list.

Faith Formation Classes
Classes for Grades 1-8 are offered on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30pm.

They will meet during the school year. Please call Peg Siebenaler in the Parish
Office with any questions.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

This program is designed for adults who are not baptized, those who were bap-
tized into a Christian tradition other than Roman Catholic and those Catholics
who have not yet celebrated the Sacraments of First Eucharist or Confirmation.
Classes begin in September with the Sacraments being received at the Easter
Vigil. Please contact Fr. Bob for more information.

New Parishioners are always welcome at St. Rene.
Our doors and hearts are open to you.
Please stop in the office to join our Parish family.

Mass 4:00PM
March 7, 2020

7:30AM
March 8, 2020

9:30AM
March 8, 2020

11:30AM
March 8, 2020

Diane Biondo
Frank Zalewski
Dan Bartusiak
Nancy Gunnell
Linda Dobias

5
B

Alice Schaer
Arlene Capparelli
Pat O’Brien-Kenney
Jack Kenney

Jack Orsi

Joan Orsi

Kay Marks
Teena Smith
Debbie Rudar

Ben Shafer
John Strompolis
Kathy Przekwas

Julie Wojcik

Monica Wojcik

[L‘E%Fh Jeannine Lascola

| &

Amy Shanahan

Jerry Hughes

Joanne Tishka
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- / - PLUMBING & SEWER & SEWEH
Burial & Cremation Service & Resource Center Flood Control Specialists Lic# SL 9378
7300 W. Archer Ave., Summit | All Types of Plumbing Repairs Family Owned & Operated
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real estate
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6625 W. Archer Ave.
773-788-2629

Call Me For Free Current Market

(773) 581-8310
Serving Your

Analysis or a free list of homes!
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Rreceivea $25

A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

/ RIDGE FUNERAL HOME Y
& CREMATION SERVICES

EDWARD A. TYLKA

DIRECTOR/MANAGER  SPECIAL DISCOUNT

25 YEARS OF SERVICE TO PARISHIONERS
TO YOUR COMMUNITY FOR PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
Mowimy Po Polsku

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then....
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

\\ 6620 W. ARCHER AVE.

773.586.7900 ,

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?
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PIACHES C3PEARS %7 A & ER

FAMILY RESTAURANT

LUNCH * DINNER Ask for a

773.229.9208 PARISHIONER
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105 OFF wirond ] 773.380.1900 50"

www.demmisplumbing.com

i—a)or 2 e / + LeafGuard®
S is guaranteed
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we'll clean it for
%
+ Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris

_____ tCard ™~

W|th FREE in-| home estimate!
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* 0 st
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- Eliminates the risk of falling offa ladder to
clean clogﬁed gutters

- Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

SONS
PANCAKE

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

Guarameed not, |o cl mr s
o as you ovin
cledn you ers or fee.

L'éarGuard=

Get it. And forget it.

STATE FARM

Thomas P Murphy, Agent

OUSE
FAMILY RESTAURANT | o et

INSURANCE

The Most Complete
Online National

FINDaPARISH.com

6200 S. ARCHER |l cyjcago, 1L 60538-5000
773.585.2767 | pys 773586 1500 Fax 773 435 6539

MICHAEL A. SUTKOWSKI

ATTORNEY AT LAW, st. Rene Alum

 Wills e Power of Attorney
wilw

« Traffic Violations * Personal Injury
e Civil Suits * Real Estate
Parishioner Discount  Will Come To Your Home

847.910.8004

Check It Out Today! Catbolic Parishes

Directory of

ANCED

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
Sales - Service - Installation
Insured, Licensed, Bonded
* Furnaces ® Air Conditioners

* Boilers ¢ Humidifiers

708.485.7827

www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

hank Yo[|

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

4+  Consider Remembering
5 Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

COMPLETE CREMATION WITH ONE DAY VISITATION

Funeral Home & C unmunng

5800 W. 63*" St.

America’s Catholic Talk Radio Network

819950 St Rene Goupil Church

53992 Call For Details
Direct Cremation *1495%

www. ClearingFuneralHomes.com

773.284.5755

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
& of the Sea of the United States of America
gTake your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
& Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
& eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER

Best Work « Best Rate

Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work
Lic# 055-026066
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

773-471-1444

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170



