Saint Rene Goupil Catholic Church

64th Street & New England Avenue - Chicago, lllinois 60638—773-229-8523
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cerpts from the Lectionary for Mass (c) 2001, 1998, 1997, 1
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Behold, this child is destined for
the fall and rise of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that will be contradicted.
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This weekend’s Responsorial Psalm
reminds us WHO it is we worship.
“Who is this king of glory? It is the
Lord!”

We worship God. We do NOT worship
earthly kings, princes or presidents.
Ultimate authority rests in God. “The
Lord of hosts; he is the king of glory.”

Those who have governing authority
on earth must never lose sight that
they are answerable to a much higher
Authority. Just because a human be-
ing is elected to office or takes a rul-
er's post by force does not mean they
become the final arbiter of truth.

Jesus clearly said, “l am the way, and
the truth and the life.”

Let's use this example: King Brutus
uses military might to assume power in
the tiny country of Bog. One of his first
edicts is to declare that 2 + 2 no longer
equals 4. He decides, by law, to make
2 + 2 equal 5 (or whatever he decides
it is on any given day).

Are the citizens under his tyranny obli-
gated to go along with his mathemati-
cal gymnastics?

Sadly, there are those among us who
would answer yes to the aforemen-
tioned question. However, most folks
would recognize the impossibility of
such a change. Mathematical truth
supersedes corrupt human cleverness.

Another exaggerated example would
be if King Brutus decided to eliminate
the Law of Gravity. Um, sorry king,
that is not your domain.

God's love and God'’s law are not sub-
ject to human twisting, but we are liv-
ing in a day and age where those en-
trusted with a governing office begin to

Fr. Bob's

Weekly Blog

think they are Divine; that they are gods.
This is what human pride and arrogance
produces. For a while, in matters mundane,
we subjects frustratingly nod our heads and
go along with the game, but soon, however,
the illogic leads to inhumane behavior.

There is a famous passage from the “Grand
Inquisitor” section of Dostoevsky's The
Brothers Karamazov in which Ilvan Karama-
zov claims that if God does not exist, then
everything is permitted.”

And that is exactly what some of our fellow
human beings want; they want God out of
the way so that they can indulge every whim
of our insatiable desire (just make a sin le-
gal, and tax it). God, in their view, becomes
an inconvenience; an obstacle; a freedom-
stifling parent who always says “No!”

When you really look at it, how quickly those
who want God out of the way quickly place
themselves in a position to play God. They
replace God’s Divine Authority with their own
flawed authority, and more often than not
they become more punishing in their quest
for justice and a perfect world than our Mer-
ciful God.

Our model of true kingship is Christ. He is
the gold standard; He is the God standard.
The Father gave us the Son as pure gift. We
look to Him to guide our lives; to elevate our
humanity. Every human being entrusted with
earthly authority owes it as a matter of jus-
tice to surrender to Christ.

We as Christian disciples must stand up for
Christ. Our faith risks becoming a scapegoat
in today’s society as the angry and frustrated
of the world continue to look for someone to
blame for the world being so messed up.
They must not have gotten the memo about
what happened in the Garden of Eden, and
what happened on Calvary. They're con-
nected. The God of justice showed us He is
also a God of mercy.

Fulton Sheen wrote, “Have you noticed
that as men lose faith in God, they be-
come selfish, immoral and cruel? On a
cosmic scale, as religion decreases,
tyranny increases; as men lose faith in
Divinity, they lose faith in humanity.
Where God is outlawed, there man is
subjugated.”

Frank Sinatra is famous for singing, |
Did it My Way,” while every saint
throughout history sang a different
tune. “We did it God’s Way.”

Looking for a good cause to stand up
for today? Stand up for Christ and His
mission of proclaiming the Good News
of Salvation. Every other good cause
flows from this core cause.

Jesus, Mary & Joseph. Pray for us!
Renew My Church Decision

Please take time to read the Our Cath-
olic Faith section in this bulletin. We
will be receiving the final Renew My
Church decision on Monday, February
3rd at 7 PM within the walls of St. Sym-
phorosa Church. This discernment
process began for St. Rene and St.
Symphorosa back in the Spring of
2019 and involved chosen parishioners
from each parish who eventually gave
a recommendation to the members of
the archdiocesan Renew My Church
committee. The parish-based recom-
mendation is just that — a recommen-
dation. Cardinal Cupich makes the final
decision.

Favorite Quote of the Week:
“Where is the foolish person
who would think it in his power
to commit a sin more than
God could forgive?”

- St. Francis de Sales.
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Join the Boly Week Choir

[ ven though we havejust entered Orc{inarg Time, | ent will be here before you know. |
would like to extend a new opportunitg for this uPcoming | enten season with an invitation to
Par’cicipate ina sPecial Holy Week choir. |n orderto make rlolg
Week the most beautiful celebration of the year, | would like to

S 311 Or invite interested singers and instrumentalists to combine their

%}g talents in a sing]e choir to sing on Falm 5unda9, fﬂoly

Thursclag, Good ]_rlday, the Easter \/igl and E_aster
Sunc}ag. Are you someone who likes to sing, but has never asked tOJOlﬂ our choir? T hisis

the Pchect oPPortunitg for gou! ]fgou would like to sing in the choir for Ho]9 Week, | want
to extend for this uPcoming | enten season the invitation to Participate in this special choir.
]n order to make Hol9 chk the most beautiful celebration of the year, you may want to
take advantage of this opportunity.

T hose whojoined our Christmas C}‘noimcound this a most rewarding exPerience. We all had
a great deal of fun and warmed St. Rene Parish with some wonderful (Christmas carols.
Rehearsals for the F]olg Week choir will be held each Tuesclag at 7Pm in the Church. Just

show up and be reac]y to learn some of the most beautiful music of our tradition.
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We invite everyone to join us for our next “Super

The Altar & Rosary Society will meet on Bingo/Raffle” on Sunday, February 16.

Tuesday, February 4, in the Church narthex at Doors will open at 12:30pm and games will begin
1:00pm. During the social hour, the members will at 1:30pm.

play HELP YOUR NEIGHBOR. The cost is $20 per person. Tickets will be sold in
the narthex and at the door.

Guests are welcome to attend the meeting. .
Come join us for an afternoon of fun.
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Roughly six years ago, then Archbishop Blasé Cupich
initiated Renew My Church. The goal in all of this has
been two-fold: to take a comprehensive look at every par-
ish throughout the archdiocese in terms of structures/
finances as well as spiritual life.

Last spring, St. Rene and St. Symphorosa began our
phase of Renew My Church. The two pastors along with
parishioners from both churches took an in-depth look at
all the pertinent numbers and did our best to come up with
a recommendation to present to the committee members
of the archdiocese.

At our December 18" meeting at the Meyer Center, we
suggested the following scenario as to the future of Cath-
olic presence in the Clearing area of Chicago: We sug-
gested uniting to form one new parish with two worship
sites (Rene church and Sym’s church). The new entity
would have a school, which we suggested remain at the
current St. Sym’s school location. The new parish would
have one pastor as a shepherd.

After months of conversation and discernment, the final
decision from Cardinal Cupich will be publically an-
nounced Monday, February 3, 2020 at 7 PM inside St.
Symphorosa’s main church.

Times like this can create angst and frustration. We often
claim to not like change, but this Renew My Church initi-
ative really has given us the chance to take an honest look
at where we’ve been, where we’re at, and we’re going.

One of the most amazing statistics that popped out was of
the 50,000 residents in the Clearing area of Chicago,
20,000 of whom identity as Catholic. This reality said a
few things to me. First, we have far too many of our
brothers and sisters who are away, and I am the first to
recognize many of the reasons they would likely give for
their absence in the faith community (sex abuse crisis,
financial mismanagement, school closures, lack of trust in
hierarchy, etc). We also have to admit many have simply
drifted away because of spiritual laziness (Sloth).

The 20,000 number also says to me we have a wonderful
opportunity to make something amazing happen in this

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

I} - : “Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
0"’ cathOI’c Fa’th tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father
By Fr. Bob Regan

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching :
+ them to observe all that I have commanded
: you; and behold, I am with you always, to the
. close of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20

area. We want to have thriving parishes and a quality
school. If that isn’t our mission, then what 1s our mission?
None of the “excuses” given above are enough to cancel
out what Jesus did for us, and what He wants us to do for
Him.

Take a look at a crucifix today and be reminded that our
Lord suffered and died so that we might have life. He rose
from the dead and ascended into heaven, but remains with
us in and through His Church by the power of the Holy
Spirit.

This whole thing has to be about Christ all the while liv-
ing within the reality of sustainable economics. I regularly
remind folks that the enormous infrastructure of the arch-
diocese that came to life in the early 1900s is not sustaina-
ble today. The Archbishop of Chicago and his advisers
have to take into account the entire diocese as they plan
for the future. It’s a huge responsibility, but at some point
this had to be addressed, and so that is why Renew My
Church became a reality for us in Chicago.

Please know that I share with you all the restlessness and
anxiety this creates, but also know that if we continually
remind ourselves why we are Catholic and that the mis-
sion comes to us from Christ, then we can proceed into
the unknown with faith, hope and love.

Fear of the unknown is to be expected, but Jesus walks by
our side and reminds us, “Do not be afraid.”

Let’s not be naive. The Evil One will seek to use this
“change” to take a few more of us out of the pews.
“That’s it. ’'m done!” That’ll be one less person hearing
the word of God at Mass and receiving the Eucharist. My
challenge is for you to recognize that voice is NOT OF
GOD.

It’s the same voice that haunts me some days; the voice
that creeps in and says to me, “Get out of the priesthood.
Go do something else. You don’t need this.” And some
days I listen, but then I look at the crucifix and remember
who I work for. And I cry at the honor of lifting the host
and saying those powerful words, “This is my Body, giv-
en up for you.” Come, Holy Spirit!
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Faith Formation Office
(773) 229-8523

Coordinator:
Peg Siebenaler

Email: strenefaithformation@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Faith Formation Bake Sale.
Family Mass 9:30am.

Classes for All Levels.

Family Mass 9:30am.

Classes for Level 8 and Level 2 only.
Level Two students and their parents
participate in the Bread Meeting.

Family Mass 9:30am.
Classes for All Levels.

Family Mass 9:30am.

Prayer Re- minder
Our level eight students continue to work hard on their
journey toward the celebration of the sacrament of Con-
firmation on May 8". Also, our level two students will
receive Jesus in the sacrament of the Eucharist on May
3. We invite you to please prayerfully remember all of
these young people ... that they will remain faithful disci-
ples of Jesus.

St. Rene Faith Formation Program
Emergency Closing Information

IMPORTANT REMINDER.....in the event of a heavy
snowfall, or inclement weather you can access Emer-
: gency Closing information for our program by going to the St.
'Rene Website.....Strenegoupil.org (in the event of an emergency
 closing, this announcement would be the First Message to appear
“on the Web-site at the top of your screen.)

&

On February 12* our First Communi-

cant’s along with their parents are invited

to a Special Bread Meeting. Each family is

asked to bring a loaf of “homemade”

bread to share within the context of this
gathering wherein we thank the Lord for the Eucharist
and the joy it brings into our lives. Happy are we who
have been called to the Lord’s Table!

Jesus Projects

This year, our students in levels Five,
Six and Seven are focusing on the per-
son of Jesus in the Gospels. These
students will be using some creative
art form to depict a Jesus story of
their choice. Their projects will be on
display for viewing by our parish
community in March.

W

Pictured above on the left is Holly. She has been a St.
Rene altar server for 2 years. She is a St. Jane student
who is sharing her experience with newcomer Itzel. Itzel
is one of our Level 8 Faith Formation students who is
earning Confirmation hours by serving at Mass.

We Invite, Encourage and Welcome students in third
grade and above to take part in this rewarding ministry.

Please contact Peg Siebenaler or Fr. Bob in the Parish
Office at 773-229-8523 if you are interested.
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| Mass Intentions'_

FOR THE WEEK €Nl

Saturday, February 1, 2020
4:00pm—dJeanne D. Schmitz (Karen Walsh)
4:00pm—Jonathan C. Ramirez (Family)
4:00pm—Dan Piotrowski (Jeanie)

Sunday, February 2, 2020

7:30am—Daniel Rajewski (Friends)

9:30am—Stanley Tloczek (Tuszynski Family)
9:30am—Russell Lyewski (John & Gloria Bodoki)

11:30am—Raymond Sutkowski (Marty Shandles)

Monday, February 3, 2020
8:00am—Robert Polacek, Sr. (Tuszynski Family)

Tuesday, February 4, 2020
8:00am—Altar & Rosary Members (A & R Society)

Wednesday, February 5, 2020

8:00am—Steven Krupowicz (Audrey Krautter)

Thursday, February 6, 2020
8:00am—Anthony Mascolino (Family)
8:00am—Laura Majerczyk (Family)

Friday, February 7, 2020
8:00am—Theresa & Hermann Grupenhagen (Marie Zilka)

Saturday, February 8, 2020
8:00am—Robert Okrzesik (Family)

4:00pm—Living & Deceased Members of the Bukovsky
Family (Keith & Maryann Fox)
4:00pm—Madeline Vitrano (Family)

Sunday, February 9, 2020
7:30am—Daniel Rajewski (Tony Ptak)

9:30am—Carmen Pindozzo, Jr. (Faith Formation Staff)
9:30am—Raymond Sutkowski (Edna Bazik)
9:30am—Ron Mroz (Leahy Family)

11:30am—Israel Mendez (Family)

“S“PRAY

FOR THE SICK

Martin Adelsbach
Judy Adelsbach
Larry Adkins
Guadalupe Almendarez
Anthony Barone
Elizabeth Bedran
Carl Bell
Joanne Bukowiecki
Gina Camp
Dominic Ciampaglia
Margaret Ciampaglia
Mitchell Gallas

Geri Gestaut
Robert Hilbruner
Rose Ann Lindsay
Marge Masunas
Lori McCarthy
Kenneth Milewski
William Nita
Rochelle Piegari
Joseph Rice
Edward Robertson
Judith Siwek
Jeanne Schmitz
Michael Tallon
Sandra Tallon
Scott Tloczek
Shirley Tloczek
Joan Wilhelmy
Richard Zaleski

St. Rene Devotional Candle

“Sammy” -RIP
Elizabeth Bedran - Health
Margaret Dolton - Health
Marie Sablich - Health
Palen K. Zitzka - Successful Surgery & Re-
covery
John J. Kappel - Better Health
John Kappel, Jr. - Better Health
William A. Kappel, Jr. - Rest in Eternal Peace

CAPS Beat 812 Meeting

Please join us at 7:20pm
St. Rene Elementary School
6340 S. New England

Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020

Altar & Rosary Society

Cleaning Schedule
Feb. 7/8, 2020

Gina Fitzpatrick

January 26/27, 2020 Offering

Total envelopes $3,686.00
Total loose cash $ 922.00
Total Sunday Giving $4,608.00
St. Rene Utilities Fund $1,305.37

Thank you for your generosity!
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Parish Staff
Rev. Bob Regan
Pastor

Rev. Peter Paurazas
Pastor Emeritus

Karen Hoogland
Businesss Manager

Peg Siebenaler
Faith Formation

Irene Perconti
Administrative Assistant

Steve Kittler
Director of Music

Joanne Tishka
Bulletin Coordinator

Stanley Silacz
Maintenance Supervisor

Daily Masses
Monday - Saturday at 8:00am

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday at 4:00pm
(Confessions from 3:15 - 3:45pm)

Sunday
7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Saturday
9:00am - 3:00pm

Parish Office
6949 West 63rd Place
Phone (773) 229-8523

Email
office@strenegoupil.org

Website
www.strenegoupil.org

Baptism

First Sunday of the month or during
weekend Mass. Parent preparation
class required. Contact the Parish Of-
fice at (773) 229-8523 to register.

Marriage

Saturday afternoons at 12:30pm or
2:00pm. Please call Fr. Bob at least 6
months in advance to make arrange-

ments.

Reconciliation/Confession
Saturdays from 3:15—3:45pm or in the Parish Office by appointment.

Anointing of the Sick

Please call the Parish Office at (773) 229-8523 for a family member who is
seriously ill.

Communion for the Sick and Homebound

Ministers of Care are available to bring Communion to the homebound. Please
call the Parish Office to make arrangements.

Due to privacy regulations, hospitals can no longer contact the parish without
family consent. Please contact the Parish Office when you or a loved one would
like a visit or to be added to the prayer list.

Faith Formation Classes
Classes for Grades 1-8 are offered on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30pm.

They will meet during the school year. Please call Peg Siebenaler in the Parish
Office with any questions.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

This program is designed for adults who are not baptized, those who were bap-
tized into a Christian tradition other than Roman Catholic and those Catholics
who have not yet celebrated the Sacraments of First Eucharist or Confirmation.
Classes begin in September with the Sacraments being received at the Easter
Vigil. Please contact Fr. Bob for more information.

New Parishioners are always welcome at St. Rene.
Our doors and hearts are open to you.
Please stop in the office to join our Parish family.

4:00PM
February 8, 2020

Mass

11:30AM

7:30AM
February 9, 2020

9:30AM
February 9, 2020

February 9, 2020

Linda Dobias
Pat Gunnell
Nancy Gunnell
Dan Bartusiak
Diane Biondo

James Roche
Mary Sarlitto
Pat O’Brien-Kenney
Jack Kenney

Mary Bartuch
Fred Bartuch
John Garcia

Norine Abramovic
Marie Zilka

Carole Dill
Mark Dill
Julie Wojcik
Monica Wojcik
John Strompolis

Jeannine Lascola

James Roche

Jerry Hughes

Joanne Tishka
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A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

/ RIDGE FUNERAL HOME Y
& CREMATION SERVICES

EDWARD A. TYLKA

DIRECTOR/MANAGER  SPECIAL DISCOUNT

25 YEARS OF SERVICE TO PARISHIONERS
TO YOUR COMMUNITY FOR PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
Mowimy Po Polsku

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then....
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

\\ 6620 W. ARCHER AVE.

773.586.7900 ,

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?
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www.demmisplumbing.com
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- Eliminates the risk of falling offa ladder to
clean clogﬁed gutters

- Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

SONS
PANCAKE

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

Guarameed not, |o cl mr s
o as you ovin
cledn you ers or fee.

L'éarGuard=

Get it. And forget it.

STATE FARM

Thomas P Murphy, Agent

OUSE
FAMILY RESTAURANT | o et

INSURANCE

The Most Complete
Online National

FINDaPARISH.com

6200 S. ARCHER |l cyjcago, 1L 60538-5000
773.585.2767 | pys 773586 1500 Fax 773 435 6539

MICHAEL A. SUTKOWSKI

ATTORNEY AT LAW, st. Rene Alum

 Wills e Power of Attorney
wilw

« Traffic Violations * Personal Injury
e Civil Suits * Real Estate
Parishioner Discount  Will Come To Your Home

847.910.8004

Check It Out Today! Catbolic Parishes

Directory of

ANCED

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
Sales - Service - Installation
Insured, Licensed, Bonded
* Furnaces ® Air Conditioners

* Boilers ¢ Humidifiers

708.485.7827

www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

hank Yo[|

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

4+  Consider Remembering
5 Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

COMPLETE CREMATION WITH ONE DAY VISITATION

Funeral Home & C unmunng

5800 W. 63*" St.

America’s Catholic Talk Radio Network

819950 St Rene Goupil Church

53992 Call For Details
Direct Cremation *1495%

www. ClearingFuneralHomes.com

773.284.5755

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
& of the Sea of the United States of America
gTake your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
& Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
& eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER

Best Work « Best Rate

Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work
Lic# 055-026066
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

773-471-1444

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170



