
TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 



 
 
 

Welcome to Two Holy Martyrs Parish!! 
St. Symphorosa & St. Rene Goupil 

Jesus is either a liar, a lunatic, or the Lord. We must 
decide which one he is at some point in our life. 
Kudos to C.S. Lewis for expressing the triple option. 

The rock group Rush sang an interesting line in their 

choose not to decide, you s
 

When we think about it, all of life is a series of 
choices, but none more important than choosing 
Christ as our Savior.  If He truly is the Son of God and 

to be indifferent or to 
reject the summons to follow him. 
 

There certainly are people who live in the grey world 
of not wanting to make a choice one way or the other. 
They use their freewill to not decide. That is their 
choice. Here is what Jesus said about being wishy-

 know your deeds; I know 
you are neither hot nor cold. How I wish you were one 

lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, I will spew you out of 

 

Yikes! That is tough to read, and even tougher to 
digest when we realize there are moments when we 
ourselves have grown lukewarm toward God. Sloth is 
indifference to the things of God. We yawn at the 
sacred and transcendent, all the while being distracted 
solely by the things of this world. 
 

 

Jesus asks us the same question in the year 2021. How 
do you answer? Is he a liar? A lunatic? Or the Lord? 
 

If we decide he is the Lord, then we must surrender 
our lives to Him. We accept the cross that comes with 
our Christian faith all the while maintaining the hope 
we need to endure every hardship. The cross is 
temporary. Suffering is temporary. The gift of Life in 
Christ will be forever.  
 

The challenge in the present day is for us to not be shy 
about our faith in Christ. There will be those who ask 

whatever reason, remains a threat to some folks. We, 
however, are invited to stay strong in faith. We should 
never be belligerent, hostile, mocking, or proud. Jesus, 
in contrast, gives us a model of humility that trusts in 

the promise of the Father. Choose Jesus! 

We ask our two holy martyrs to intercede for us. St. 
Symphorosa, pray for us. St. Rene Goupil, pray for us. 
  
Remembering 9/11 
 

enty years since the tragic 
events of September 11, 2001. 
 

We all know where we were that morning. Many of us 
sat with a silent gasp as we watched events unfold in 
New York, Washington DC, and Pennsylvania. 
  

human race since the time of Cain and Abel, but now 
our weapons are just fancier and more destructive. 

human heart remains a battle ground. 
 

Please take a moment this weekend to honor all those 
who lost their earthly life. My high school friend Bill 
Tselepis died that day. He worked for Cantor 
Fitzgerald and was in the tower that day. He leaves 
behind a wife and children. 
  

We also want to thank all the first responders who 
came to help. As Christians, our responsibility is to 
respond to earthly tragedy with divine charity; with 
love. So many folks stepped up to aid their fellow man 
in a time of crisis. Amidst the horror of that day, we 
also witness men and women at their best. 
 

Sadly, so much of human history is filled with war. 
Think back to your history classes in grade school and 
high school. So many of the periods were bookmarked 
by this war or that war. The cynical part of me 

 

Love has the final say, however, and God showed us 
this Love in the Person of Jesus. Love has the final 
say. Stay close to Love; stay close to Christ. 

In peace, sons bury fathers,  
but war violates that order of nature,  

~ Herodotus 
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Our Sanctuary Candle burning before the Blessed Sacrament for 
the month of September is offered for the following intentions: 

 

For health & birthday blessings for Linda Light 
given by Mom Mary 

 

For the repose of the souls of Rosaria & John Dragosetti 
given by Family 

 

For the repose of the soul of Vince Porcelli 
given by Family 

 

For the repose of the soul of Christine Waynauskas 
given by Family 

Tabernacle help welcome our prayers into His eternal presence. 
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Two Holy Martyrs Parish 
Offerings for the weekend of:  

 

Sunday, September 5, 2021 
Contribution: $8,344.50 

 

. 

after me, he must deny his very self, take up his cross, 

crosses of his members can evangelize us:  the sick, who bear illness 
with courage; the grieving, who hope against hope; the dying, who 

clearly trust in the resurrection; the suffering of our poor brothers and 
sisters who are hungry and homeless,
Is there a neighbor or friend of yours who is in temporary 
need because of a loss of a job or illness? Please leave a 

message for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul...we want to 
help! 

St. Vincent de Paul phone number: (773) 682-3342 

Imagine God giving us one intentional day of 
the week for our own good. Well, the Lord 
has done just such a thing. The Jewish people 
call this day the Sabbath. Christians, in the 
wake of the crucified and risen Jesus, call this 

 

surrection. It is Easter which return
victory over sin and death. Sunday is the day which recalls in grateful ador

when Christ will come in glory and all things will be made new. 

We are invited, at this time in history, to REDISCOVER SUNDAY
sabbath was made for man, not man for the sabbath; so the Son of Man is 
means we should view Sunday as pure gift from our Creator who always knows what is good for us. 

through Saturday. We allow the daily grind to encroach y-ness of the world takes 
on more importance than giving thanks to our Creator, engaging family life, and simply resting for the sake of 
the soul. 

We at Two Holy Martyrs Parish (St. Symphorosa & St. Rene Goupil) invite everyone to REDISCOVER 
SUNDAY.  gift. We want to dist

 a commandment, but it is a 
commandment of love from the One who is Love. 

What does your Sunday currently look like? 

What could your Sunday look like going forward? 

1.  Celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass (Eucharist) in community 
2.  Time spent with family and/or friends 
3.  Rest & Recreation (abstain from technology) 
4.  Time for personal prayer, spiritua  
5.  Abstaining from worldly work 

Sunday begins by centering ourselv REDISCOVER SUNDAY!!! 

Please call the parish office for more 
information at 773.767.1523 

Join Us For. . . 

When:  Sunday, September 19, 2021 

  

Where: St. Rene Goupil (Flannery 
Hall) 
 6949 W 63rd Place 

  

Time: Doors open at 12:30pm 
 Games begin at 1:30pm 

  

Cost: $20 at the door 



Two Holy Martyrs Parish would like to thank everyone who 
purchased and sold Grand Raffle Tickets for the drawing that was 
held at the conclusion of our parish picnic on Sunday, August 
29th. We would also like to congratulate those lucky individuals 
(listed below) who won during the drawing.  
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At a quick read, the Collect, the opening prayer for this Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, may 

deliberately, this prayer poses a lasting challenge 
ruler of all things, and, that we may feel the 

working of your mercy, grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and 

Roman Missal, 3rd ed.)  
 

ledges God being almighty, all powerful and is a 
normal attribution, which the Church makes at the beginning of these opening prayers (I focused on this characteristic 

ith the opening words is both an act of faith and what we 
to be attentive to us. This 

type of address to God is in the vein of how priests in

taught His Apostles to do yet it is inherently daring, we, mere creatures, are calling upon the Creator. The beginning of 
the opening prayer for this Sunday indicates that we are praying, as God has called us to do; still, the act of prayer, 
especially petitioning God, is both daring and humbling. 

Coming to the middle of the prayer, the petition portion, we encounter a type of conditiona
feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve you w
quite appealing. Recall the sense of relief after going to Confession or being forgiven and reconciled with someone; the 
ease of interior tension can be memorable. However, this feeling of mercy, relief and peace, comes after we have been 
contrite and our contrition accepted by God or another person. To hear someone 

The second part of the petition in the opening prayer completes the conditional relationship, specifically, our disposition 

(harkening back to the Two Great Commandments of love, of God and of our neighbor) is one of the most demanding 
characteristics of our Catholic faith yet it is the fitting 
does not force us to seek or to receive His mercy nor does He force us to serve Him. Consistent with our prayer, faith, 
boldness and humility interact with each other in our daily life of discipleship and are enduring qualities. As we would 
hope and pray that God not be limited in the mercy He shows to us, so too the ser
to be limited. A parallel of this final point, the condition of faith and works existing together, is present in the Second 

faith to me without works, and I will 

Have you ever experienced a particularly memorable occasion of mercy, receiving it or offering it? How would 
and our response to it to someone? 

~Fr. Matt Compton 

Lorraine Siepka .................. $50 
Cheryl Soltys ...................... $50 
Cathy McMullin ................. $50 
Sharon Arends ................... $50 
Amelia Lopez ...................... $50 
Gerry Raschke .................... $50 
Steve Ives .......................... $100 
Garsen Hansen ................. $100 
Bernie Krolak ................... $100 
Gerry Raschke .................. $100 

John Campbell .................. $100 
Bernice Cieslewski ........... $100 
Cathy Carone .................... $150 
Zachary Hoard ................. $200 
Jens Klingenberg ............. $250 
Hugo Braulio ................... $500 
Christine Dougherty .... $1,000 
Joe Solcani ..................... $2,000 
Colleen Tobin ................ $5,000  
Joe DiCato .................... $10,000  
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WELCOME FAMILIES TO  
TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH  

FAITH FORMATION 
Faith Formation Office

 

Phone: (773) 767-1523 x226  

Email: msiebenaler@archchicago.org
Coordinator: Peg Siebenaler 
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9/18:  Faith Formation Classes Begin 
 St. Symphorosa Campus 
 

9/19:  Catechetical Sunday 
 

9/21: Faith Formation Classes Begin 
 St. Rene Campus 
 

9/26:  Confirmation Commitment Mass 
 

9/28: Faith Formation Classes 
 St. Rene Campus 

CATECHETICAL 
SUNDAY 

We commemorate Catechetical 
weekend on September 18th 

and 19th.  On this weekend we 
recognize and celebrate all 

parishioners who are involved 
in any of our Catechetical 

is: 

We invite all of our catechists, students and parents to the 9am Mass at 
St. Symphorosa church for a special blessing as we celebrate this day.  

 

register for the 2021-
2022 Faith Formation 

Classes.   

Registration forms are available at our 
web-site or at our Main Parish Office on 
Austin Ave.  Do Not delay...classes start 
this Week.  Call Miss Peggy with any 
questions.  

CAN YOU HELP??? 
 

Catechists or Substitute 
Catechists are still needed.   
If, you feel that you can be 

involved in the faith formation 
of our young people,  

please call Miss Peggy at  
773-767-1523  ext. 226

PREPARING FOR 
CONFIRMATION 

 

Our level seven and level 
eight students, along with their 
parents, will participate in a 
Commitment Mass on September 26, in 
preparation for the sacrament of 
Confirmation.  During the upcoming 
year these students will seek service 
opportunities to help them grow in 
discipleship as they serve those in 
need.  We invite you to please 
remember them in your prayers during 
this time of preparation. 



Eternal Rest grant unto 

them, O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon 

them.  May the souls of the 

faithful departed, through 

the mercy of God, rest in 

peace.  Amen. 

Celia Arteaga 

Xavier L. Hernandez 

Dolores Prochot 
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SPRED 
Special Religious Development 

for many years. I have enjoyed being witness 
to our friends spiritual awareness and 
development. We have made lifelong friends 
for sure.  
- Chris Sieroslawski, Helper Catechist 

A few years ago, I saw an article in the bulletin asking for 
a volunteer for SPRED. The second week I saw  
the same article I decided I would be that volunteer. I 

that happens when this group comes together to help our 

have a connection. We share an unexplainable experience 
that bonds us together. Compassion, caring, empathy, 
understanding, happiness come together for a short time 
every week that enriches our lives. I will always value 
these moments.  
- Ann Smolucha, Parish Chair Person  

Many Sundays I sat in church listening, watching, but 
mostly waiting. Waiting for something to grab my 
attention, keep me coming back. SPRED brought that to 
me. When I joined SPRED I believed I would be helping 
our friends but what I would come to find out was they 
helped me so much more. I became a part of a 
community within our church. A family that I could 
share with my family. SPRED has become a home over 
the last 10 years and I am forever grateful that I stood 
up, asked questions and said yes.  
- Joanna Baxter, Activity Catechist 

SPRED (Special Religious Development) is a program 
which trains and guides parishes to provide faith 
formation to persons with developmental disabilities and/
or learning problems and become integrated into parish 
life. St. Rene has had a SPRED group for more than 30 
years and St. Symphorosa has had a SPRED group for 20 
years. Now that our two churches have become one 
parish, our SPRED ministry has doubled. The need for 
this ministry is great. And the need for volunteers is 
great.  

If you are interested in learning more about SPRED in 
our parish or volunteering to become a catechist, please 
contact Ann Smolucha at ann@smolucha.com or  
773-914-1900. 

Join the Two Holy Martyrs Choir 
Do you like to sing?  Singing in a choir can be one 
of the great joys in life.  A unique and rewarding 
experience like none other!  You are part of a team, 
like an athlete who plays a s  a team of 
musical artists creating a peak musical moment in 
time, that not only uplifts you and your fellow 
singers, but moves the congregation in profound 
and deeply memorable ways. 
 

If you saw the choir sing at the church picnic a few 
weeks ago, you heard the wonderful music that this 
devoted group produced.  We could use a few more 
members to expand upon this sound.  We rehearse 
every Wednesday from 6:30-7:45pm.  For the 
month of September, we will rehearse at the  
St. Rene Campus. 
 

Give it a try!!  No experience is necessary.  I will 
teach you what you need to know.  What a 
wonderful way to worship together!! 
 
In song and faith, 
 

Steve Kittler 
Director of Music 

Few can bring the warmth 
we can find in their 

embrace,  
and little more is needed to 
bring love than the smile on 

their face.  

or give us reasons to make us laugh, they grow more precious 
through the years. 

I believe that God sent us Grandparents as our legacy from above,  
to share the moments of our life, as extra measures of His love. 

 

~Author Unknown 



Mary Adkins 
Guadalupe Almendarez 

Raeann Arends 
Ignatius Battiato 

Carl Bell 
Jean Bell 

Mary Bieser 
Fr. Ted Bojczuk 
Kathy Calcagno 
Maxine Carey 

Michael Clifford 
Chris Doherty 
Maria Flores 
Geri Gestaut 
Carol Gress 

Heather Hradek 
Deacon Tom Hyde 
Denise M. Jandura 

Rich S. Jandura 
John Kappel, Jr. 
John Kappel, Sr. 
Lee Karpinski 

Claudia Kwilosz 
Norman Kwilosz 
Sharon Labiak 

James Lapsansky 
Maryann Larson 
Donna Lauritzen 
Domenico Lepore 
Rose Ann Lindsay 

Debbie Lipien 
Maria Lopez 

Diane Malarick 
Cathy Mazieka 
John Martini 

Elaine McCarthy 

Lori McCarthy 
Maria Perez Montiel 

Joan Orsi 
Bob Pac 

Eleanor Pastorek 
Stanley Polit 

Ann Robertson 
Edward Robertson 

Fr. John Rudnik 
Joseph Rudnik 
Mary Shortall 
Sue Solcani 
Brian Styka 

Sr. Christine Styka 
Terry Styka 
Mary Thorpe 

Shirley Tloczek 
Judith Webber 
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Believe it or not, the Church offers Holy Mass 
every day of the year. 
 

Wait a minute! The exception is Good Friday. 
So in truth the Church offers Mass 364 days a 
year. 
 

This is an amazing gift for the human race. We 
have the possibility of hearing the word of God 
proclaimed and receiving the Eucharist in any 
given 24-hour period. 
 

In reaction to this reality, someone might say, 

 

Good question. We certainly want to honor the 

see Holy Mass as more than mere obligation. 

suffer and die so as to be a burden to us. He 
died and rose so that a way could be opened 
between fallen humanity and the God of 
Creation. 
 

It is at Holy Mass that heaven and earth kiss at 
the altar of the Lord. Somewhere on earth, right 
at this very moment, a priest is offering Mass. 
This gives us comfort in the dark of night. 
 

Please consider participating in Daily Mass.  
Here at Two Holy Martyrs Parish, Daily Mass is 
at 8 AM. We rotate between the two campuses 
each month.  

 

Daily Mass at our parish usually concludes 
within 30 minutes of the start. We usually have 
anywhere between 30 to 60 people at Daily 

prayerful environment, and a great place to be 
when life gets hectic or crazy. Or you just want 

 

Give daily Mass a try. You might just become a 
regular. 

~Fr. Bob 

KENNEDY HIGHSCHOOL  
ALL CLASS REUNION 

with a spotlight on  
 

 

When:  October 16, 2021
 

Where:  Tailgaters Sports Bar & Grill 
 431 W Boughton Rd.  
 Bolingbrook, IL 60440 
 

Time:  6:00pm5 
 

Tickets:  $12 (plus tax & fee) available online on  
 August 15, 2021 at https://www.tailgatersgrill.com/ 
 $14 at the door **EXPECTED TO SELL OUT**
 

Ticket Includes:  Band, DJ, light appetizers, mixing, mingling  
 and dancing 

S   P  R :  
In conjunction with the all-class reunion, we are hosting a plit the pot 

raffle. PLEASE CONSIDER bringing an item/basket to donate. Half of the 
money raised will go to John F. Kennedy Highschool!  

When: Saturday Sept 25th - 8am till noon 
Where: American Legion Post 600 
  4352 West 63rd Street 

Sellers tables available for rent.  
Please contact 773.767.0230 

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added to our prayer list by immediate family.  
Please call the parish office (773.767.1523) to add or remove a name. 

St. Rene Goupil 
church 

St. Symphorosa 
church 

January 
March 
May 
July 

September 
November 

February  
April 
June 

August 
October 

December 



 

WEDDING BANNS 
III - 

II - Amie Bartlett & Dan Ryan 

 

Sgt. Jaime A. Acosta, USMC   
Sgt. Ted Bartelmey 
CS-1 Joel Battung 

1st Sgt. Chas. Berglund, USMC 
Sgt. Naveen Bobba, USMC 

Sgt. Arthur A. Boruch, National Guard 
Hospitalman Blythe A. Cisneros, USN 

Airman Carlos Cisneros, USAF   
Sgt. Frank Cisneros, USMC 

Corpsman Nicholas J. Cundari-USN  
Captain Kevin Dobbyn, US Army 
Sgt. John Flores, IL National Guard 
Staff Sgt. Andrew Gaca, USAF 
Sgt. Michael Hough, US Army 

Anthony Johaniewicz, US Navy 
Corporal Noah M Konie, USMC  
Lance Corp. Tim Lisenko, USMC  

Trevor Lutz, US Army  
Private Joseph M. Mikutis, USMC 
Pvt 1st Class Daniel Morales, US 

Army  
SPC Alex Ramos 

Staff Sgt. Abel Sandoval, USMC 
WO-1 Richard Sobeske, US Army 

Sgt. 1st Class Kristina Stuhlmacher 
LCpl. Justin R. Thorpe, USMC 

1LT Zachary White, IL Army NG 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS 

Mass Intentions for the Week Sept. 11 - Sept. 17 

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added to our prayer list by immediate family.  
Please call the parish office (773.767.1523) to add or remove a name. 

Saturday, September 11, 2021  
4:00pm  

  

5:30pm 

 

Sunday, September 12, 2021
7:30am  For all Two Holy Martyrs Parishioners,  

   living and deceased 
  

9:00am 
   Mary Thorpe 

    St. Vincent de Paul Society Members 

10:30am 

12:00pm 

Monday, September 13, 2021
8:00am 

 

Tuesday, September 14, 2021
8:00am For all members of the John Kolimas families, 
    living and deceased 

Wednesday, September 15, 2021 
8:00am 

Thursday, September 16, 2021  
8:00am 
    Kathy Hynes 

Friday, September 17, 2021 
8:00am For all members of the John Kolimas families, 
    living and deceased 
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Mass 
Time 

4pm 
 

Sept. 18, 2021 

5:30pm
 

Sept. 18, 2021 

7:30am
 

Sept. 19, 2021 

9am 
 

Sept. 19, 2021 

10:30am 
 

Sept 19, 2021 

12pm 
 

Sept 19, 2021 

 Nancy Gunnell Tom DeRose Kenney 
Leticia Reyes 

Griselda Hernandez Ben Shafer Lori Noceda 

Mass Intentions for Saturday & Sunday  
Saturday, September 18, 2021  
8:00am 
4:00pm 

5:30pm  Health & all birthday blessings for Rita Cernick 
   

    Chris Doherty 

Sunday, September 19, 2021
7:30am  For all Two Holy Martyrs Parishioners,  

   living and deceased     
9:00am  

 
10:30am For all Two Holy Martyrs Parishioners,  

   living and deceased 
12:00pm 

Lector Schedule 
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Pastoral Staff 
 

Rev. Robert Regan 
 Pastor 
Rev. Matthew Compton 
 Associate Pastor 
Rev. Norman Trela 
 Retired Priest in Residence 
Pastors Emeritus 
Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
 Pastor Emeritus  
Rev. Peter Paurazas 
 Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Idzi Stacherczak 
 Pastor Emeritus  

New Parishioners and Updating Information:   Welcome to our Parish!   
We are so happy to have you join our parish community as we celebrate 
our faith. Please visit www.twoholymartyrs.org/copy-of-update-contact
-information for a parish registration form. If you have changed your 
phone number, email, or moved please contact the parish office or email 
info@twoholymartyrs.org with the update.  

Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls:  Please contact our Parish 
Office to make arrangements. If reaching out after business hours 

please call our emergency line at 
773.242.7525  

Sacrament of Baptism:  Celebrated the second & fourth Sunday at 
1:30pm in Church. Parent Preparation Session is required. Please 
contact Maggie (ext. 221) in the parish office for more information. 

Marriages: Arrangements must be made at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of your wedding.  Please contact Maggie (ext. 221) in our 
Parish Office for assistance. 

TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 
www.twoholymartyrs.org (website) info@twoholymartyrs.org (email) 

Monday - Friday 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Saturday  
9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Sacrament of Penance
6-7pm every Tuesday (St. Symphorosa Church Site) 
3-3:45pm every Saturday (St. Rene Church Site) 

6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 
773-767-1523 (phone) 

773-767-6135 (fax) 

 

6949 W 63rd Place 
Chicago, Illinois  60638 

Two Holy Martyrs Mass Times

Saturday Vigil Mass 
4:00pm - St. Rene Church 

5:30pm - St. Symphorosa Church
 

Sunday  
7:30am & 10:30am - St. Rene Church 

9am & 12pm(noon) - St. Symphorosa Church 

 

Weekday Mass 
Monday - Saturday 8am  

at alternating church sites 
St. Rene Church 

St. Symphorosa Church  

St. Symphorosa School 

 

6125 S. Austin Ave 
Chicago, Illinois  60638 

(773) 585-6888 
www.stsymsschool.org  

 

Two Holy Martyrs Social Media 
 

Twitter - @twoholymartyyrs 
Facebook - www.facebook.com/TwoHolyMartyrsParish 

Instagram - twoholymartyrsparish 

Parish Staff 
Steve Kittler 
 Music Director 
Deacon Raul Duque 
 Parish Organist 
Kathy Berry 773.585.6888 
 School Principal 
Chris Garza 773.585.6888 
 Assistant School Principal 
Mark Schusteric 
 Maintenance Supervisor 

Ken Hilliard  ext. 222 
 Operations Director 
Nancy Markham ext. 248 
 Office/Tuition Coordinator 
Magdalan Barry ext. 221 
Irene Perconti  ext. 241 
 Administrative Assistants 
Peg Siebenaler  ext. 226 
 Faith Formation Coordinator 

Saint Rene Goupil  
and the  

North American Martyrs 

Saint Symphorosa 
and her  

Seven Sons 





Three Generations of 

Dedication in Serving Your 

Family�s Needs


