
Saint Rene Goupil Catholic Church 
 

64th Street & New England Avenue - Chicago, Illinois 60638—773-229-8523 



Page 2                                                                                                                                                           March 29, 2020 

 
 

       

As the old cliché goes, when you are 
handed lemons in life go ahead and 
make lemonade out of it. How we 
respond to crisis is as important as the 
crisis itself. We can collapse in fear, 
or rise up with faith, hope and charity. 
Jesus invites us into the latter of the 
two reactions to life’s trials and tribu-
lations. 
 

How Much Longer? 
 

How much longer before we are able 
to once again attend the public cele-
bration of Holy Mass? 
 

Every parish in the Archdiocese of 
Chicago receives guidance and direc-
tion from Cardinal Cupich and his 
staff of advisors. As of this weekend, 
we will NOT be able to publically 
gather for Holy Week and Easter.  
 

Yes, this is heart-breaking for me and 
for you. Easter is our penultimate 
joyous day, and we will be  
celebrating in our private homes. Yes, 
I will say Mass in the main church on 
Easter and we will unite our hearts 
through Jesus, who is the One who 
brings us together, even when we 
can’t gather as a community. 
 

I know this much, when the day soon 
comes and we can return to the public 
celebration of Mass, we will stand 
and sing with a renewed love of the 
Mass, and we will approach the Eu-
charist with rediscovered love as we 
faithfully say, “Amen!” I can’t wait. 
 

God bless you. I miss you, and I love 
you! 
 

Favorite Quote of the Week: 
“When we pray, the voice of the 
heart must be heard more than 

the proceedings from the 
mouth.” – St. Bonaventure. 

Who knew that this Lent we’d find 
ourselves having to “give up” actual-
ly being present at the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass every Sunday? 
 

We live in interesting times! 
 

Although we are “away” from the 
Eucharist, we are NEVER away 
from the Lord unless we decide to 
move away from the Lord. Jesus 
walks with us every step of the way 
– in good times and in bad times. 
Right now, we are in a tough time. 
Let’s not deny this fact. 
 

We have health and economic con-
cerns, no doubt, but we also have 
spiritual concerns. Major world 
events like war, famine, and disease 
have a way of reminding us just how 
fragile life in this world can be at 
times. Our current situation with 
CoVID-19 is another invitation to 
stop the busy-ness of life and take 
inventory of where we are with the 
God. 
 

Worry and fear surround us today, 
but as people of faith, followers of 
Jesus, we keep one eye on the con-
cerns of this world while keeping the 
other eye on the promise of what is 
to come. Sadly, those who do not 
believe in “what is to come,” are left 
clutching this world with all their 
strength, and spending their days 
swallowed up by worry and fear. 
 

Jesus was very clear in John’s Gos-
pel. “In this world you will have 
trouble, but take courage, I have con-
quered the world.” 
 

Tape that scripture passage to your 
refrigerator if you must, so that we 
never think that this world is heaven. 
Yes, the kingdom of God is at hand, 
and we are on for doing our part to 
manifest the kingdom by cooperating  

with God’s grace, but it will be brought to 
completion at the end of time when Christ 
comes again IN GLORY! 
 

Students of world history know there is 
nothing new under the sun. However, if 
we are not familiar with human history, 
we begin to think every major crisis is a 
first. We lose perspective and risk falling 
into panic. Jesus gives us the Cross as a 
reminder of the trials and tribulations of 
this world. We are invited to share in this 
Cross all the while trusting in the One 
who makes all things new. 
 

Good Friday is not the end of the story. 
Easter ushers in a whole new chapter of 
life beyond the grave.  
 

My biggest struggle these past few weeks 
is not seeing your familiar faces. You are 
the people of St. Rene parish, and I miss 
you. A priest loves celebrating the Mass 
with the people, and how it pains me to 
know you are not receiving the Eucharist. 
Yes, we certainly want to unite ourselves 
to the Lord and each other in a spiritual 
communion, but we hunger and thirst for 
the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of our 
Lord. 
 

During this time period, despite taking 
care of some business odds and ends, I am 
trying to use the downtime to get much-
needed rest while also spending more qui-
et time with the Lord. Perhaps Jesus is 
inviting us to use this “social distancing” 
as a time to reflect on what are the truly 
important things in life, and He’s inviting 
us to make God a priority in our lives and 
in our culture. 
 

Somewhere along the way, we’ve grown 
far too distant from God as a society. 
Maybe we just got too comfortable and 
complacent. And who needs God when 
we believe we’re creating heaven on 
earth? Ahhh! But God has ways of re-
minding us God is God and we are not.  
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March 19, 2020 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

During this time of uncertainty and anxiety, I pray that you and your loved ones are safe and healthy. This 

crisis challenges us to act responsibly by following the social isolation guidelines while striving to stay close 

emotionally and spiritually to our families, our friends and our communities. Please join me in praying for 

those affected by COVID-19, as well as our first responders, health care workers and individuals who have 

lost income due to precautionary closures. 

Times such as these highlight the need for the spiritual sustenance and community connectivity our Archdio-

cese parishes provide every member of our Catholic community. To protect the safety of our community, 

most pastoral services are currently being performed virtually. I invite you to visit our web-

site, www.archchicago.org for up-to-date information on televised liturgies and other resources. 

It is critically important that our parishes and pastors receive the offertory support they need to remain oper-

ational and sustainable despite the suspension of weekly Masses. The Archdiocese has developed a universal 

online offertory page where the faithful can make an offertory donation to any parish in the Archdiocese. 

These donations will assist the parishes with ongoing expenses related to ministry, maintenance, staff and 

other pressing needs, that depend on regular offertory support from parishioners. I encourage you to con-

tribute online to your parish at or above your usual offertory amount. Many of our parishes are suffering sig-

nificant financial hardship during this challenging time. Your online support will make a critical difference. 

Additionally, as we are sensitive to the financial hardship suffered by many in recent days, we have also 

launched a Coronavirus Emergency Fund. This fund will support members of our community who have been 

negatively affected by the pandemic. For example, the fund will support parents of Catholic school students 

who might struggle with tuition payments because of unexpected job loss, ministries providing the needy 

with sustenance or parish communities deeply harmed by the pandemic. Our neighbors down the street and 

across the Archdiocese need our support at this critical moment. Your donation can help provide them with 

that support. 

Please visit www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/donate to support parish offertory, the Coronavirus Emergen-

cy Fund or both as your means allow. Your generosity is needed now more than ever. Our Archdiocese com-

munity has always come together to support one another during times of need, and I ask you to do so again. 

Please continue to pray for each other, as I continue to pray for you. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

Cardinal Cupich 

Archbishop of Chicago 

http://www.archchicago.org/
https://give.archchicago.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20121b?df_id=1600&mfc_pref=T&1600.donation=form1&NONCE_TOKEN=FAB173304D240B724E32E013F55DA710
https://give.archchicago.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20121b?df_id=1600&mfc_pref=T&1600.donation=form1&NONCE_TOKEN=FAB173304D240B724E32E013F55DA710
https://give.archchicago.org/site/Donation2?df_id=1620&mfc_pref=T&1620.donation=form1
http://www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/donate
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded 
you; and behold, I am with you always, to the 
close of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 

One way that we can unite ourselves to the Lord 
even though we are not able to attend a public cele-
bration of the Mass is to pray an Act of Spiritual 
Communion. There are many versions of this prayer, 
but here is a good one written by St. Alphonsus Lig-
uori: 
 
“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I 
desire You in my soul. Since I cannot now receive 
You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. As though You were already there, I embrace 
You and unite myself wholly to You. Permit not that 
I should ever be separated from You.” 
 
Please use that prayer daily as we adhere to public 
guidelines about communal gatherings. 
 
Also, while away from the public celebration of Holy 
Mass, be intentional about spending time with the 
daily readings (or at least the Sunday readings). A 
good website to use for this is usccb.org 
 
Another good website to use during this difficult 
time is wordonfire.org. Bishop Robert Barron and his 
Word On Fire team do an excellent job of providing 
timely and topical information and reflection that 
nourishes our Catholic Faith. I had the honor of hav-
ing Bishop Barron as a teacher, and also as a rector 
at Mundelein Seminary. 

Dynamic Catholic has an engaging website 
(dynamiccatholic.com) that is full of resources that 
can aid us in our walk with the Lord. 
 

On the radio, you can tune into Relevant Radio 
(930AM/950 AM) in the Chicagoland area. On tele-
vision, there is EWTN. 
 

My prayer during this tough, challenging time is that 
we never again take for granted the beautiful faith 
the Lord has given to us. There have been moments 
in history when tyrannical regimes have banned the 
public celebration of Holy Mass. People would meet 
secretly and risk imprisonment and death just so they 
could participate in the Mass and receive the Eucha-
rist. 
 

Only in a spiritually flabby, indifferent society can a 
person say, “Mass is boring!” If Mass has become 
boring, it’s because we’ve either made it boring by 
our irreverence and desire to be entertained, or we 
have no idea what is actually going on during the 
Mass. 
 

Absence makes a heart grow fonder is an old cliché, 
but as so many folks find themselves unable to re-
ceive the Eucharist, we can only hope this “time 
away” helps us grow into a deeper appreciation for 
the Gift of Finest Wheat. 
 

St. Rene Goupil, pray for us! 
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Faith Formation Office                            
 (773) 229-8523 

 

            Coordinator:                                       

  Peg Siebenaler 
            

Email:  strenefaithformation@gmail.com 

Archbishop Gomez’ prayer  
to Our Lady of Guadalupe  
for assistance in the time of Coronavirus 
 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe,  

Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. 

We fly to you today as your beloved children.  

We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 

as you did at the wedding in Cana. 

 

Pray for us, loving Mother, 

and gain for our nation and world, 

and for all our families and loved ones, 

the protection of your holy angels, 

that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 

 

For those already afflicted, 

we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. 

Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 

wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 

 

In this time of trial and testing, 

teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be  

patient and kind. 

Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our 

hearts. 

 

We come to you with confidence, 

knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother, 

health of the sick and cause of our joy. 

 

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 

keep us in the embrace of your arms, 

help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 

March 13, 2020 
 

Dear Parents of our Faith Formation Disciples, 
 

With great sadness but based on prudent advice, we 
are suspending Faith Formation Wednesday evening 
sessions until further notice. This is an Archdiocesan
-wide decision that comes to us from Cardinal 
Cupich. 
 

Although the children will not be formally attending 
the Wednesday sessions, the young disciples are en-
couraged to continue any reading or assigned activi-
ties. The decision to suspend the Faith Formation 
sessions is for the common good until we have a bet-
ter grasp of the threat posed by COVID-19. 
 

Please spend time in prayer each day. Pray for those 
who are sick. Pray for those who are scared. May we 
use this “downtime” to regain perspective on the 
things that truly matter in life: Faith, Family & 
Friends. 
 

I will be privately celebrating the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass every day for the intentions of our parish, 
or for the greater good of society. 
 

Sincerely Yours in Christ 
 
Fr. Bob Regan 
Pastor, St. Rene Goupil 

Hello Faith Formation Familes, 
 

I will keep all our families informed regarding any 

Faith Formation developments. I will be in contact 

with you when we are given permission to resume 

classes. Feel free to contact me with any questions 

or concerns. 
 

Thank you for your kind understanding of this situa-

tion. You are always in my prayers. 
 

Peg Siebenaler,  

Coordinatior of Faith Formation 
 

Please see the letter below from our Pastor. 
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             Saturday, March 28, 2020 
4:00pm—For all the Souls in Purgatory (Charmaine) 
4:00pm—Fred Borowski (Geri Tomaselli) 
4:00pm—Mary Klish (Kevin Drozd) 
   

             Sunday, March 29, 2020 
7:30am—Geraldine F. Kostka (Family) 
 
9:30am—Laura Pelegrino & Family (Pelegrino Family) 
9:30am—James Koffend (Judy Carranza) 
9:30am—Joseph & Mary Dawe (The Bodoki’s) 
 

11:30am—Thomas Murray (Family) 
 

    Monday, March 30, 2020 
8:00am—Ron Mroz (Family) 

 

             Tuesday, March 31, 2020 
8:00am—Larry Piotrowski (Jeanie) 
 

             Wednesday, April 1, 2020 
8:00am—Gloria Kochan (Family) 
 

             Thursday, April 2, 2020 
8:00am—Good Health for Steve Chavos (Nancy Shotas) 
 

             Friday, April 3, 2020 
8:00am—Raymond Ulrich (Family) 
 

             Saturday, April 4, 2020 
8:00am—Katarzyna Silacz (Family) 
 

4:00pm—Fred Szponer (Donna Szponer) 
4:00pm—Edward Gerlick (Gerlick Family) 
4:00pm—Florence Rogel (Toni Ptak) 
 

             Sunday, April 5, 2020 
7:30am—LaVerne Raher (Family) 
 

9:30am—Raymond Sutkowski (John Sutkowski Family) 
9:30am—James Koffend (Sue & Casey Rogal) 
9:30am—Eleanor Holmes (Larry Holmes & Family) 
 

11:30am—Raymond August (Wife, Phyllis August) 
 

 

Martin Adelsbach 
Judy Adelsbach 

Larry Adkins 
Guadalupe Almendarez 

Elizabeth Bedran 
Carl Bell 

Joanne Bukowiecki 
Gina Camp 

Dominic Ciampaglia 
Margaret Ciampaglia 

Mitchell Gallas 
Geri Gestaut 

 
Robert Hilbruner 

Rose Ann Lindsay 
Marge Masunas 
Lori McCarthy 

Kenneth Milewski 
William Nita 

Rochelle Piegari 
Joseph Rice 

Edward Robertson 
Judith Siwek 

Jeanne Schmitz 
Michael Tallon 
Sandra Tallon 
Scott Tloczek 

Shirley Tloczek 
Joan Wilhelmy 
Richard Zaleski 

Altar & Rosary Society Cleaning 
Schedule  

 

April 3/4, 2020 
 

Connie Altman & Linda Dobias 
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Baptism 
 

First Sunday of the month or during 
weekend Mass. Parent preparation 
class required. Contact the Parish Of-
fice at (773) 229-8523 to register. 
 

Marriage 
 

Saturday afternoons at 12:30pm or 
2:00pm. Please call Fr. Bob at least 6 
months in advance to make arrange-
ments. 
 

Reconciliation/Confession 
 

Saturdays from 3:15—3:45pm or in the Parish Office by appointment.  
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

Please call the Parish Office at (773) 229-8523 for a family member who is  
seriously ill. 
 

Communion for the Sick and Homebound 
 

Ministers of Care are available to bring Communion to the homebound. Please 
call the Parish Office to make arrangements. 
 

Due to privacy regulations, hospitals can no longer contact the parish without 
family consent. Please contact the Parish Office when you or a loved one would 
like a visit or to be added to the prayer list. 
 

Faith Formation Classes 
 

Classes for Grades 1-8 are offered on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30pm.  
 

They will meet during the school year. Please call Peg Siebenaler in the Parish 
Office with any questions. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 

This program is designed for adults who are not baptized, those who were bap-
tized into a Christian tradition other than Roman Catholic and those Catholics 
who have not yet celebrated the Sacraments of First Eucharist or Confirmation. 
Classes begin in September with the Sacraments being received at the Easter 
Vigil. Please contact Fr. Bob for more information.  
 
 

New Parishioners are always welcome at St. Rene.  
Our doors and hearts are open to you. 

Please stop in the office to join our Parish family.  

Parish Staff 
 

 

Rev. Bob Regan  
         Pastor 
 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
         Pastor Emeritus                                              
 

Karen Hoogland  
        Businesss Manager 
 

Peg Siebenaler 
        Faith Formation 
 

Irene Perconti 
        Administrative Assistant 
 

Steve Kittler 
        Director of Music 
 

Joanne Tishka 
         Bulletin Coordinator 
 

Stanley Silacz 
         Maintenance Supervisor 

Daily Masses 
Monday - Saturday at 8:00am 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday at 4:00pm 

(Confessions from 3:15 - 3:45pm) 
 

Sunday 
7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Saturday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 

Parish Office 
6949 West 63rd Place 
Phone (773) 229-8523 

Email 
office@strenegoupil.org 

Website 
www.strenegoupil.org 



Burial & Cremation Service & Resource Center
7300 W. Archer Ave., Summit
12401 S. Archer Rd., Lemont

(708) 458-0208
Sharon & Andy Jeninga

Rich Madej

“Our 39th Year” Since 1975
MARY ANN DYBALA

Your First Choice Realtor
Call For FREE  Market Analysis

6165 S. Archer Ave. 582-9300REALTY

ACE
PLUMBING
& SEWER

Emergency Service
Licensed • Bond • Insured

Lic. #SL39           Free Estimate
Senior Citizen Discount

Member Better Business Bureau
5801 S. McVicker     
(773) 581-8310

Serving Your 
Community Since 1975

Thank You For 
Your Patronage!

THREE
SONS

PANCAKE
HOUSE

FAMILY RESTAURANT
6200 S. ARCHER 

773.585.2767

Open 7 Days6am to 3pm

MICHAEL A. SUTKOWSKI
ATTORNEY AT LAW, St. Rene Alum

• Wills • Power of Attorney
• Traffic Violations • Personal Injury

• Civil Suits • Real Estate
Parishioner Discount     Will Come To Your Home

847.910.8004

819950 St Rene Goupil Church

Brian Schultz

6625 W. Archer Ave.
773-788-2629

Call Me For Free Current Market
Analysis or a free list of homes!

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters! • LeafGuard® 
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE  in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one
per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is

valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both
cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have

a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies

or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift

may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of
equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via
first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in

conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 

Expires 3/31/20.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will be
eligible for 50% off labor. Does not

include cost of material.
Offer expires 3/31/20.

X

Thomas P Murphy, Agent
6247 W 63rd Street
Chicago, IL 60638-5009
Bus 773 586 1500   Fax 773 435 6539

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

GEORGE’S
PLUMBING & SEWER

Flood Control Specialists
All Types of Plumbing Repairs

• Bathroom Installations • Sump Pumps
• Toilets, Tubs, Sinks, Faucets
• Sewers Inspected by camera
• Foundation Leaks Repaired
• Battery Backup Systems
Quality Work - Reasonable Prices

(773) 585-1893 43 yrs. exp.
Lic #058196966

LOOMIS FEDERAL SAVINGS
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION
6350 West 63rd Street, Chicago, IL 60638

(773) 586-6900
M e m b e r

RIDGE FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION SERVICES
EDWARD A. TYLKA
DIRECTOR/MANAGER
25 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO YOUR COMMUNITY

6620 W. ARCHER AVE. 773.586.7900

SPECIAL DISCOUNT
TO PARISHIONERS

FOR PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

Mowimy Po Polsku

10% OFF w/this ad

Best Homemade
Soup in Chicago

Open 7 Days
at 7 AM

• BREAKFAST
• LUNCH • DINNER

773.229.9208
6435 W. ARCHER

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

COMPLETE CREMATION WITH ONE DAY VISITATION

$539900 Call For Details
Direct Cremation $149500

www.ClearingFuneralHomes.com

5800 W. 63RD St. 773.284.5755

HERITAGE
ROOFING

FULLY
INSURED 773.259.7869

Quality Work – Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING

& SEWER
Ask for a

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

773.380.1900
www.demmisplumbing.com

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Lic# 102246

PLUMBING 
& SEWER

Family Owned & Operated 

24 Hr. Emergency Service

773.899.4401

Senior Discount

JTP
Lic# SL 9378

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 
of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

Sales - Service - Installation
Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners
• Boilers • Humidifiers

708.485.7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in Your Will.

For further information, 
please call the Parish Office.

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
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Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
773.471.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK
Since 1965
Lic# 055-026066

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT


