
Summary and Resources Regarding the Reception of Covid-19 Vaccines 
 

For approximately three months, several vaccines against Covid-19 have slowly begun to be 
administered throughout the United States and the world. Given the seriousness of receiving a new 
vaccine, questions have been raised about their safety as well as their morality. If you would like to 
read further explanations about the morality of receiving a Covid-19 vaccine please access any of 
the websites in the below list.  
 

The statements listed on those websites come from the competent authorities of the Church’s 
teaching about faith and morality. Other sources, including Catholic websites, podcasts, blogs, social media, 
television and radio broadcasts may cite the official statements of the Church or might offer their own private 
opinions. As members of a free society, they may express their own private views, either as a single person or as 
part of a group or formal organization, regarding vaccinations, including the vaccine against Covid-19. However, 
these private opinions do replace or nullify the official and public teaching of the Holy See (Vatican), which the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and our own archbishop, Blase Cardinal Cupich have 
reiterated. 
 

Concisely, Cardinal Cupich has stated, “Making moral choices in a fallen world means sorting complex realities 
almost always marked by both good and evil. While there has been much discussion about the morality of 
receiving any of the available Covid-19 vaccines, which remain in short supply, the teaching of the Church makes 
it clear: When their turn comes, Catholics can receive whatever vaccine is offered to them with a clear 
conscience.” (Boldface in the original text.) 
 

Providing further guidance about the options for vaccines, the USCCB explains, ““Pfizer and Moderna’s vaccines 
raised concerns because an abortion-derived cell line was used for testing them, but not in their production.  The 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine, however, was developed, tested and is produced with abortion-derived cell lines 
raising additional moral concerns. The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has judged that ‘when ethically 
irreproachable Covid-19 vaccines are not available … it is morally acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines that 
have used cell lines from aborted fetuses in their research and production process.’ However, if one can choose 
among equally safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines, the vaccine with the least connection to abortion-derived 
cell lines should be chosen. Therefore, if one has the ability to choose a vaccine, Pfizer or Moderna’s vaccines 
should be chosen over Johnson & Johnson’s.” (Italics in the original text.) 
 

The association of a vaccine with an aborted fetus can sound shocking and confusing, leading one to wonder how 
the teaching of the Holy See, the USCCB and Cardinal Cupich concluded that receiving a Covid-19 vaccine can 
be done in good conscience. The following resources explain the reasoning from which they issued the official 
teaching of the Church that receiving a Covid-19 vaccine is morally acceptable. 
 

Statements from the Vatican 
 

Statement from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith: 
 

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini
-anticovid_en.html 
 

Statement from the Vatican Covid-19 Commission in collaboration with the Pontifical Academy for Life 
(Scroll down the below website to find the text in English and Spanish.) 
 

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2020/12/29/0697/01628.html#notaing 
 

Covid-19 Resource Kit for Church Leaders from the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development 
 

https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2021/covid-19-resource-kit-for-church-leaders-now-online.html 
 

Statements from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
 

Original statement regarding the Moderna, Pfizer and AstraZeneca vaccines: 
 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/moral-considerations-covid-vaccines.pdf 
 

Updated statement regarding the Johnson and Johnson vaccine: 
 

https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/us-bishop-chairmen-doctrine-and-pro-life-address-use-johnson-johnson-covid-
19-vaccine 
 

Statement from Blase Cardinal Cupich regarding vaccines 
 

https://www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/covid-vaccine 
 

~Fr. Matt Compton 


