
 

Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak, Pastor 
 

Rev. Ted Bojczuk, Pastor Emeritus    
 

Rev. Norman Trela, Retired Priest 
 

Ken Hilliard, Operations Director 
John & Sue O’Keefe, Music Directors 
 

Magdalan Barry, Parish Secretary 
 

Nancy Markham, Office Coordinator 
 

Barb Grzenia, Religious Education        
 Coordinator 
 

Kathy Berry, Principal 
 

Nancy Loduca, Assistant Principal 
_____________________________ 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 am—12:00 pm 
1:00 pm—7:00 pm 

 

Saturday: 9:00 am—12:00 pm 
_____________________________ 

 

Our School 
 

Address: 6125 S. Austin Avenue 
773-585-6888 

_____________________________ 
 

Schedule of Masses 
 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am 
Saturday Evening Mass: 5:00 pm 

 

Weekdays: 8:00 am 
Monday through Saturday 

 

Holy Days:  
7:30am, 9:30 am and 7:00 pm 

 

_____________________________ 
 

Sacrament of Penance: 
 

Monday through Saturday 
after 8:00 am Mass 

 

St. Symphorosa Parish 

    A Family Celebrating Faith 

 

6135 S. Austin Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60638   

 (phone)  773-767-6135 (fax)                                                                     
www.stsymphorosa.org 

symphorosa@comcast.net  (email) 



REFLECTION FOR THE  

23RD Sunday in                            

ordinary time 

 

Today’s responsorial psalm is: 
 

I will praise your name, my King and my God! 

“Jesus said to his disciples. 'If your 
brother does something wrong, go 
and have it out with him alone, be-
tween your two selves. If he listens to 
you, you have won back your broth-
er.”    (Mt 18, 15-20) 
 

Today’s Gospel speaks about frater-
nal correction (Mt 18, 15-18) and of 
prayer in common (Mt 18, 19-20). 
The Gospel of tomorrow speaks 
about pardon (Mt 18, 21-22) and pre-
sents the parable of pardon without 
limitations (Mt 18, 23-35). The key 
word in this second part is “to for-
give”. The accent is on reconcilia-
tion. In order that there may be rec-
onciliation which will allow the little 
ones to return, it is important to 
know how to dialogue and to forgive, 
because the foundation of fraternity 
is the gratuitous love of God.  
 

It is only in this way that the commu-
nity will be a sign of the Kingdom. It 
is not easy to forgive. There is a cer-
tain grief which continues to strike 
the heart as with a hammer. There 
are persons who say: “I forgive, but I 
do not forget!” There is: resentment, 
tensions, clashes, diverse opinions, 
and offences, provocations which 
render pardon and reconciliation dif-
ficult. 
 

In the gospel given to us this week 
for our meditation, we are given a 
strategy for continuing to love in the 
difficult circumstance in which a 
brother, someone whom we appreci-
ate hurts us badly. Again, as we all 
know, the pain is much greater when 
the offending person is a loved one. 
 

The preferred mode suggested by 
Jesus is that of encounter and dia-
logue between the two parties in-
volved. This mode rests on the con-
viction that in any struggle there is 

right and wrong on both sides. It is 
done outside of the glare of publicity, 
reducing the possibility of embar-
rassment for the parties involved. It 
calls us to acknowledge and accept 
what is good and right in the position 
of the other while recognizing what 
is faulty in our own. When parties 
can do this, there are no losers; no 
one loses face, it results in a win – 
win situation for everyone.  
 

Of course this demands sincerity 
from everyone involved, but what a 
different world we would live in if 
this was the preferred mode of relat-
ing when difficulties arise between 
persons and nations.  
 

The Gospel calls us then to discover 
for ourselves the mode of conflict 
resolution which we use. The Jesus 
mode is the only one allowed to 
Christians and as such must be taught 
in our homes and in our schools. It is 
only when we have built this new 
habit of the mind that we will be able 
to be true agents of God’s harmony 
in our world. 
 

Fraternal correction and the power to 
forgive. These verses give simple 
norms of how to proceed in case of 
conflicts in the community. If a 
brother or a sister should sin, if they 
had behavior not in accordance to the 
life of the community, they should 
not be denounced immediately. First, 
it is necessary to try to speak with 
them alone. Then it is necessary to 
try to know the reasons of the other. 
If no results are obtained, then it is 
necessary to take two or three per-
sons of the community to see if it is 
possible to obtain some result.  
 

Only in extreme cases, it is necessary 
to expose the problem to the whole 
community. And if the person refus-

es to listen to the community, then 
they should be considered by you as 
“a sinner or a pagan”, that is, as 
someone who is not part of the com-
munity. Therefore, it is not you who 
excludes, but it is the person himself/
herself who excludes himself/herself. 
The community gathered together 
only verifies or ratifies the exclusion. 
The grace to be able to forgive and to 
reconcile in the name of God was 
given to Peter (Mt 16, 19), to the 
Apostles ( Jn 20, 23) and, here in the 
Discourse of the Community, to the 
community itself (Mt 18, 18). This 
reveals the importance of the deci-
sions which the community assumes 
in regard to its’ members. 
 

Today may be a good day to ask our-
selves: how do I respond when I feel 
sinned against by another? Do we 
bind another to us with our anger or 
resentment? Or do we “loose the oth-
er person” by striving to “let the hurt, 
anger or jealousy go” by talking with 
the individual? The gift is we can 
always change our automatic re-
sponses to certain situations. It typi-
cally takes a concerted effort. It is so 
easy to slip back into old patterns.  
 

Today, ask yourself: what is the pain, 
hurt and frustration that I am carry-
ing? Am I ready to let it go? I pray 
you are! 
 

~Fr. Idzi 



September 3, 2017 
 

Received this week:                
$482.00 

 

Envelopes Entered: 95  
 

This week’s winner is 
envelope # 3436 

 

As a reminder, a minimum 
of $5.00 is required to par-

ticipate in Split the Pot.  
 

 

Anointing of the Sick Mass 

Sunday, September 24 
3:00pm 

 

In order to minimize lines at the door, we encourage 
those wishing to participate to call the Parish Office to 

pre-register at 773.767.1523.  
     
 

Anointing of the Sick is the sacrament that is received 
by those who are ill or suffering.  By the sacred anoint-
ing and the prayer of the priest, the whole Church 
commends those who are sick to Christ.  The sick per-
son receives the Holy Spirit’s gifts of strength, faith, 
peace, and courage, and his or her suffering is united 
with the suffering of Christ for the building up of the 
Church. (Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), nos. 
1520-23). 

 

Monday, September 11, 2017 

• Rosary for Peace  6:00pm—7:30pm  Church 

• Boy Scouts  7:00pm—8:30pm  Lower Hall 

• Athletic Association—7:00pm  Social Hall 

• Family Fest Committee Wrap Up Mtg.  6:30pm  I Hall 
 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 

• Cub Scouts 6:30pm—7:30 pm—Lower Hall 
 

Wednesday, September 13, 2017 

• Transformation Team  7:00pm-8:30pm   Stejbach Room 

• STEM Scout Parent Mtg.—7:00pm—A Hall 

• CAPS Beat 812 Mtg.  7:00pm—Social Hall 
 

Thursday, September 14, 2017 

• Super Club—8:00am—3:00pm– Sharp Center 

• AA  7:30pm  Lower Hall 
 

Friday, September 15, 2017 

• Liturgy Committee Meeting  7:00pm  Stejbach Room 

• AA  7:30pm  Lower Hall 

• Parent Association General Mtg.  7:00pm  A Hall 
 

Saturday, September 16, 2017 

• Boy Scouts Popcorn Sale  After 5pm Mass 

• Religious Education Classes  9:30am  A Building 
 

Sunday, September 17, 2017—Catechetical Sunday 

• Boy Scouts Popcorn Sale  After All Masses 

• Boy Scout Training 12:00pm  Lower Hall 

• Narc Anon  6:00pm   Small Hall 

 

The st. Symphorosa staff 

&  

Fr. Idzi Stacherczak,        

Pastor  

 

Cordially invites you to attend 

the celebration of the 

 

90th Anniversary of                

our parish 
 

Saturday, October 7, 2017 
at the 5:00pm Mass 

 
St. Symphorosa Catholic Church 

6135 S. Austin 
Chicago, IL 60638 

 
Cardinal Blase Cupich 
Archbishop of Chicago 

will be the Principal Celebrant 
 

Reception immediately following in the Sharp Center Gym.  
 

RSVP to 773-767-1523 by Friday, September 29, 2017 

As we prepare for our upcoming 
90th Anniversary Celebration, we 
invite you to participate in our final 
planning meeting on Wednesday, 
September 20th at 7:00pm in the 
Social Hall of the Sharp Center.    
This celebration requires a great 

deal of planning and many volunteers to ensure a successful event.   We 
certainly appreciate any and all help you can provide.     
 

Please contact the Parish Office with questions. Thank you for your            
continued support! 
 

~Fr. Idzi    

 

$6,934.00 in 298 
transactions from 
7/10/17—8/28/17 

 

Thank you for your generosity!! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

October 17, 2017 
$25.00 per person  

 
Includes buffet and $10.00 on card 
for those earning 1,000 points on 
card that day.   Bus leaves at 
9:15am.    
 
Call Chris at 773-512-8708 to             
reserve your spot today!  Deadline 
to register is 10/1. 



 

St. Symphorosa Parish                                      

Religious Education Program 
                                                      

Just a reminder for all Religious Ed-

ucation Students that classes begin 

on Saturday, September 9th!  All children must be 
registered before classes begin.    

 

Children may be registered in our Parish Office Mon-

day thru Friday from 9:00am—7:00pm or on Satur-

day from 9:00am—12:00pm.  Please note that regis-

tration ends on September 30, 2017.    

 

Is this a Sacramental Year for your family?   First 

Communion preparation begins in Level 1.  Confir-
mation preparation begins in Level 7.    

 

It is our hope that the Religious Education provided 

at St. Symphorosa Parish will allow your child to be-

come a faith filled child of God! 

 
Questions regarding our program?  Please contact 

Barb Grzenia in our parish office at 773.767-1523.  

                  
       Our Parish History 
 

 
From a very difficult beginning, St. Symphorosa Parish steadily grew.   Because the 
economy had improved during World War II, hundreds of people left their old inner city 
neighborhoods and moved to what was considered the “new” area of the southwest side.   
 

During this time in 1943, Fr. Anthony Harte was appointed to be the parish’s second 
pastor.  Because he saw the need for more facilities to serve the growing Catholic popu-
lation area, Fr. Harte truly became the “great builder” of St. Symphorosa Parish.   Under 
his direction, five new buildings were added to the parish property:  the Mason Avenue 
School I-Building (1947), the convent (1953), the church (1957), the Austin Avenue 
School A-Building (1963) and the rectory (1963).    
 

By this time, the parish population had tripled and the school was educating over 1,000 
students.  Fr. Harte served  as our second pastor for 24 years until he suffered a stroke 
in 1967. 

 
 
 
 
 

Have You Ever Thought of Becoming Catholic? 
 

Why not explore the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults?    RCIA might be 
for you if you were never baptized; were baptized in another denomination 
or faith tradition or were baptized Catholic but did not receive First Commu-
nion or Confirmation.   
 

Please prayerfully consider the RCIA Program. If you are interested or know 
someone who might be, please consider joining us for a meeting to learn 
more.    
 

Monday, September 25, 2017 
7:00pm—9:00pm 

St. Symphorosa School Hall 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 

 

For more information and to let us know of your intention to join us at this 
first gathering, please call our parish office at 773.767.1523.  Our RCIA 
Facilitator is Marge Garbacz.  

 

Our  2018 Mass Book is now open. The suggested donation per 
mass is $10.00 or more.  Weekday and weekend mass intentions 
are available for those who would like their intentions remembered 
at Mass.   Intentions are available for those who have died or 
through a Spiritual bouquet for someone who is living.    
 

Please  call or stop by our Parish Office at (773) 767-1523 for more information.  

 

   Please join us on Tuesday, 
   September 12th at 7:30pm 
   in Church as our new season 
   begins!                                                
 

For more information, contact Sue or John by calling 
the parish office. 

 
 
 
 
 
As we prepare for our 90th Anniversary Celebration and the visit of 
Cardinal Cupich in October, I am personally asking for your help to 
beautify our parish grounds.   If you are able to  help in making our 
parish ‘shine’, please contact Maggie in our Parish Office at 773-767-
1523. A member of our Parish Transformation Team will be in touch 
with further details including dates, times and various projects where 
help is needed.     
 

Whether you can volunteer one hour or ten, your help would be              
greatly appreciated and is very valuable to us!   
  

~Fr. Idzi  

 
"Mother of God… we entrust you the hopes of all the 
world’s migrants and refugees & the aspirations of the 
communities which welcome them, so that… we may 
all learn to love the other, the stranger, as ourselves. 

—Pope Francis 
 

The Dream Act of 2017, S. 1615, was recently intro-
duced in the Senate. If passed into law, this bipartisan 
bill would protect immigrant youth who entered the 
U.S. as children with “conditional permanent resident 
status” and a path to full lawful permanent residency 
and eventual citizenship. This includes the 780,000 
young people who received temporary relief from 
deportation and employment eligibility through the 
Department of Homeland Security’ DACA program.  
 

ACTION: The Catholic Church believes in protecting 
the dignity of every human person and has long sup-
ported DREAMERS. Ask your senators to co-sponsor 
the Dream Act of 2017, by visiting the USCCB web-
site www.JusticeforImmigrants.org. 

http://www.JusticeforImmigrants.org


 
A Special  Celebration!! 

 
 
 

The Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass will be held on Sun-
day, September 17, 2017 at 2:45 pm at Holy Name Cathedral, 
735 N. State Street,  Chicago.    
 

All couples married in 1967 interested who are interested in in 
attending this celebration should call our parish office at 
773.767.1523  to register.   For further information, call the 
Marriage and Family Ministries Office  for more information at 
312.534.8351 or  v is i t  the websi te:  ht tps: / /
pvm.archchicago.org. 

Our Baptism classes are held in the  Austin Ave-
nue School Building at 7:00 pm. Baptisms are on 
Sundays at 1:00pm in Church.                                           
 
MONTH       CLASS           BAPTISMS 

  September     No Class         9/10, 9/24  
  October          10/5                10/8, 10/22 
 November      No Class     11/12, 11/26 
 

 

Parents are required to bring their child’s birth certificate to 
the Parish Office in order to register for a class.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Offerings for the weekend of  September 3, 2017 

 

Weekly Budget (Est.)  9,000.00 
 

Contributions:    $ 7,914.85 
# of Envelopes:    339 

 

Thank you for continued support!             

THE HOLY MASS—Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Our series continues as we walk through most of the actions and gestures at Mass.  
Together we will explore the meaning and origins of the Sacrament that is central 
to who we are as Catholics.   We invite you to reflect on the the liturgy and more 
specifically on the presence of God in our celebration at Mass. 
 

The Litugy of the Eucharist follows another ancient Jewish tradition, the Passover 
Meal.   In the Passover Meal prayers are said to remind the people of God’s love 
and mercy, and where food is blessed and shared. 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS: 
People from the community bring forth the bread and wine to be shared with every-
one.   However, the bread and the wine aren’t the only thing we offer God in the 
Presentation of the Gifts.   We also offer ourselves.   Each time we go to Mass, we 
are called to offer to God all that we are!   We offer ourselves as a ‘gift’ to God.   
Even though you are not walking forward, you can still ‘carry’ a gift, given to you by 
God that you bring to this Mass to be blessed, broken and shared with others.   
What gifts do you have that you will share this week? 
 

WASHING OF HANDS 
In ancient times when gifts were brought forth from the community, those could 
have included live animals.   The washing ritual was a practical step before conse-
crating the bread and wine to be shared.   The ritual remains in our Mass of today 
as a symbolic washing with a prayer that the priest says for interior purification, 
‘Wash me, O Lord, from my inequity and cleanse me from my sin’.  It is a prayer 
that we can pray with him in our hearts to help prepare to receive the Bread of Life, 
and the Cup of Salvation.    
 

Presider:    Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be                 
 accep table to God, the almighty Father. 
 

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 
 For the praise and glory of His name 
 For our good and the good of all His holy church. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER: 
This is a great prayer of praise and thanks.   While the words are different in the 13 
different Eucharistic Prayers, the underlying structure is the same.   Each Euchari-
stic prayer acknowledges our need to give thanks to God, offers the bread and 
wine, asks God to send the Holy Spirit to transform the bread and wine into the 
very presence of Christ, and intercedes on behalf of the church, the world, the 
poor, and those who have gone before us.   The Eucharistic Prayers are based on 
prayers that we have had in our tradition since the earliest years of the Church, as 
well as more recent prayers.   In a very real way, everything that we have done at 
Mass before this point, has prepared us to enter into this great prayer.   

 

Grandparents….. 
 

Are family historians. 
Believe in having fun! 
Cherish Family Get-Togethers. 
Delight in telling stories. 
Encourage big dreams. 
Find ways to stay in touch. 
Give meaning to later life. 
Help any way they can. 
Inspire wonder and mystery. 
Just want what’s best for you. 
Keep family traditions alive. 
Love to take pictures. 
Matter more than words can say. 
Never run out of hugs. 

Open their hearts to you. 
Provide roots and wings. 
Quickly come if needed. 
Remember special occasions. 
Share values and memories. 
Teach things no one else can. 
Unconditionally love you. 
Value spending time together. 
Write and call often. 
Xperience childhood again. 
Yearn for your happiness. 
Zest to make a difference. 
 

All parishes in the Archdiocese of Chicago have been  
encouraged to take up a second collection at all masses 
to support the humanitarian and recovery efforts of 
Catholic Charities USA and provide support to affected 
dioceses through the USCCB due to Hurricane Harvey 
in Texas.       
 

This second collection will take place next weekend 
(September 16th and September 17th). Your generous 
support of this collection will make a difference to our 
brothers and sisters in the wake of this natural disaster.     
 

We ask that you support the renewal of these Gulf 
Coast Catholic communities that will grapple with its 
effects for many months to come.    Thank you, in ad-
vance, for your consideration and generosity. 
 

~Fr. Idzi 



We Remember  

and  

Celebrate 

Rae Ann Arends, Donna R. Azzaline,                    Baby AJ, Toni Bartz, 
Virginia Blazeniak, Dorothy Bogumil, Fr. Ted 
Bojczuk, Maynard Buckley, Michelle Calamino, 
Pat Carmody, Hannah Carroll, Michael Clifford, 
Chris Doherty, Carol Ann Corcoran, Donal Cor-
coran, Manuel Coronado, Patricia Crotty, Chuck 
DeLauriea, Art DePesa, Pat Doyle, Kaye Fenlon, 
Gary Forbort, John Gaca, Ken Gattas, Bernard 

A. Gercius, Nincy Giron, Carol Golab, Gary Gorlen, Karen Gricus, 
Kathy Guzman, Erica Heilmann, Heather Hradek, Joe Infantino, Den-
ise & Richard Jandura, Carol Kennelly, Jean Kibler, Adalbert Kouba, 
Patricia Kubik, Mark Kukulski, James Lapsansky, Donna Lauritzen, 
Virginia Macias, Lu Mackey, Ed Mallo, John Martini, Lori McCarthy, 
Gen Nagle, Helen Naughton, Marge Novak, Joe Paciga, David Paul, 
Katherine Pecoraro, Baby Alexander Joseph Pentz,  Carolyn M. Py-
sac, Lu Rackey, Sister Mary Rita, Ann Robertson, John A. Rosenthal, 
Larry Rosenstiehl, Fr. John Rudnik, Ben Sajdak, William Schrimpl, 
Stephen Sears, Dorothy Sniezewski, Marilyn Sobcjak, John Stachon, 
Michael Straube, James Suchy, Chalida Svastisalee, Loretta A. Thom-
as, Jim & Mary Thorpe, Joan Witcher, Steve Wojcik, Pamela Wojdyla, 
Larry & Marianne Wysocki, and Michelle 

 

Lord, hold our troops in your  loving hands,   protect 
them as they protect us. Bless them and their families 
for the selfless acts they perform for us in our time of 

need. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord. 
 

Sgt. Jaime A. Acosta, USMC   
Sgt. Ted Bartelmey 
CS-1 Joel Battung 

1st Sgt. Chas. Berglund, USMC 
Sgt. Naveen Bobba, USMC 

Sgt. Arthur A. Boruch, National Guard 
Hospitalman Blythe A. Cisneros, USN 

Airman Carlos Cisneros, USAF   
Sgt. Frank Cisneros, USMC 

Captain Kevin Dobbyn, US Army 
Sgt. John Flores, IL National Guard 

SRA Andrew Gaca, USAF 
SMSGT Joseph Gaca, USAF 

Sgt. Michael Hough, US Army 
Anthony Johaniewicz, US Navy  

Lance Corp. Tim Lisenko, USMC  
Trevor Lutz, US Army  

 Corporal Zachary Maderak, USMC     
Pvt. 1st Class Daniel Morales, US Army  

SPC Alex Ramos 
Staff Sgt. Abel Sandoval, USMC 

Sgt. 1st Class Kristina Stuhlmacher 

Mass Intentions 
Monday, September 11, 2017—Patriot Day 
8:00 am  † Chuck Shilney—Family 
 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017– The Most Holy Name of Mary 
8:00am    † John & Irene Simonelli—Simonelli Family 
 

Wednesday, September 13, 2017—St. John Chrysostom 
8:00am      † Baby Wiatrak—Mom 
 

Thursday, September 14, 2017—The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
8:00 am † Charlotte Zoziennicki—Daughter 
 † Thomas M. Ferriter—Nancy Markham 
 † John Kolimas—Mary & Family 
 

Friday, September 15, 2017– Our Lady of Sorrows 
8:00 am For the Good Health of Julie Wozniak—Mary 
  

Saturday, September 16, 2017—Ss. Cornelius and Cyprian 
8:00 am For Health & Blessings for Gloria Engel—Karen Engel 
3:00pm Sweet 16—Gabrielle Boyas 
5:00pm † Irene Fuerst—Ives Family 
 † Lottie Pyter— Family 
 † Tom Markham—Chris Doherty & Family 
  

Sunday, September 17, 2017—23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 am † Florence Marie Mandarino—Levanovic Family 
9:30am † Andy Budz III—Barbara Ann Rendak 
 † Stu Wozniak—Markham Family 
11:30 am † Richard Montwill—Edward Ligeza 

 WEDDING BANNS 
III—John Ryan and Kristen Benson 
 

III—Michael Altobelli and Amanda Iuliano 

 

St. Symphorosa Parish is 
pleased to welcome 

Lucian and Cruz  
Michicich  

to our Family Celebrating 
Faith! 

 

The faithful all around the world 
are invited to join with Pope Fran-
cis’ for his special intention.  
Won’t you join in?   The intention 
for the month of September is for 
Parishes. 
 
 

That our parishes, animated by 
a missionary spirit, may be 
places where faith is communi-
cated and charity is seen.  

Holy  Father            
Monthly  Prayer 

Intention 

Let us pray….. 
 

Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May the souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 
 

Ambrose Francone 


